CHALDON PROPOSED LOCAL GREEN SPACES

Name
St Lawrence’s Hospital Former
Burial Ground

Location
Chaldon Parish

Description
St. Lawrence’s Hospital Former Burial Ground
In the ownership of Chaldon Village Council, Land Registry Title No.
SY 668541. Map references TQ3255, TQ3256.
The site is the part of BW77 from Green Lane to the Burial Ground
Gates and the Burial field itself. A 20ft strip around the perimeter is
included as part of this Green Space. This belongs to the SNGC but
has a requirement to keep as a buffer between the Burial Ground
and the Golf Club grounds. An unofficial footpath runs diagonally
across the site from SE to NW linking BW77 with the unadopted
footpath to Magazine Road (BW78).

Planning Permission?

No

Reference: Chaldon Village Council Reference CH05
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Can all community benefit from LGS

Yes
This site is accessible by footpath and bridleway from Green Lane or from the Golf Club House via
BW77. From Tesco’s Car Park the walk is 10-15 minutes. For those with impaired mobility a car can be
parked in Drake Avenue which leaves a short level walk about 130 metres taking approximately 5
minutes. The access is not suitable for wheelchairs or mobility vehicles.
Dog-walkers, families, wildlife watchers and young people enjoy this site. Guided tours of the site have
been a popular event in the Caterham Festival Programme for the past five years, numbers increasing
each year. Volunteers are welcome at various working parties held on the site during the year.
Chaldon Village Council provided an Information Board and a large wooden bench which is well used.
Tandridge District Council provided a litter bin inside the entrance and empty this on a regular basis.
Descendants of those buried at the site have been provided with information and on occasion visited,
including the very elderly or with impaired mobility being transported to the Burial Ground courtesy of
SNGC.

Does the land already benefit from
protection?

This space was consecrated in 1915 and remains consecrated.
It is in the Green Belt. It is also within the Surrey Hills Area of Great Landscape Value, but this category
may be abolished in a forthcoming Natural England review, and thus does not afford the site assured
protection.
However, the recreational, historical, ecological and spiritual importance of this former burial ground
warrants additional designation as a LGS.

Is the green space is in reasonably
close proximity to the community it

Yes
Accessible from BW77. The green space is closest to Green Lane and the Yorke Gate Estate. It is also
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serves?

close to the network of bridleways and footpaths in Chaldon.

Is the green space local in character
and is not an extensive tract of land?

Yes
The site has clear boundaries, identifiable by rows of Black Pine and hedgerows. It also has a gate at
the main entrance.

Is it demonstrably special to the local community and holds a particular local significance because of:
Beauty
Historic

Included in the Surrey Hills Area of Great Landscape Value, the buffer zone of the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. Corridor between Happy Valley and Surrey Hills, North Downs Way.
The field occupied by the former burial ground was part of Fryern Farm Estates. In the mid-1880s the land
passed into the ownership of James Banks Taylor and then to the Metropolitan Asylum Board, showing on
the Asylum Estate Plan for 1893. The land continued to be farmed serving the needs of the asylum and later
the Hospital.
In 1914 the original asylum burial ground, on the corner of Chaldon Road and Green Lane, was full and a
new area of 1.3 acres was selected. Burials started in 1916 and continued until 1964, some 3600 persons
being buried.
When the surrounding farm land became surplus to hospital needs 171.84 acres was offered for sale by St.
Lawrence’s Hospital in 1973. The sales particulars specifically excluded the Burial Ground and the track
from Green Lane. A covenant was also placed to protect a 20ft strip of land surrounding the boundary of the
burial ground.
When the farmland was turned into a golf course, the burial ground and track leading to it from Green Lane
remained in the ownership of the then Lifecare National Health Trust. Between 1997 and 2008 the burial
ground was sadly neglected and fell into disrepair.
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The then Chaldon Parish Council became concerned that former patients and residents of Caterham should
not be forgotten and determined that the burial ground be preserved in their memory. The Council
recognised that the area offered a variety of valuable habitats for wildlife and steps were taken to maintain
and enhance the biodiversity of the site. A partnership was set up with Tandridge District Council, Surrey
District Council, Downlands Countryside Management Project and the Surrey and Borders National Health
Service Trust. Funding was raised and a management programme developed. The land was formerly
transferred from S&BNHS Trust to Chaldon Village Council in 2011. An Advisory Committee was formed
to ensure that CVC receives appropriate advice for environmental, historical, ecological and spiritual matters
concerning the management of the site.
The major physical management of the site is carried out by the Downlands Countryside Management Project
team and local residents. The historical story is kept in public memory through talks and guided visits to the
site as well as communication with descendants of those buried.
Recreational Value
Tranquillity

Richness of Wildlife

The site provides a haven for observation of wildlife. It is also a pleasant route for ramblers and dog
walkers joining two bridleways, BW77 and BW78. It can be a place for quiet contemplation or for
meeting with friends.
The Burial Ground is a remarkably tranquil oasis within the Golf Club development. It is bounded by
mature trees and hedgerows and is home to an ever increasing diversity of wildlife and flora and fauna.
An informal footpath runs diagonally through the site providing a link from Green Lane across the
valleys to Magazine Road and then to Happy Valley.
This site has been managed for biodiversity conservation since 2009 by the Downlands Project in
conjunction with Chaldon Village Council. It offers unimproved grassland, shrub, boundary hedges, and
many spectacular trees, including 28 mature black pines Pinus nigra. There is deciduous woodland on
its southern boundary.
Nine species of wild mammal have been recorded, and it is also visited by an impressive variety of
birds. Several of them are listed as UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species, including lesser
redpolls Carduelis flammea, bullfinches Pyrrhula pyrrhula, linnets Carduelis cannabina and house
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sparrows Passer domesticus. Goldfinches Carduelis carduelis, great spotted woodpeckers Dendrocopus
major, and goldcrests Regulus regulus are also seen. The herpetofauna is good; grass snakes Natrix
natrix, slow worms Anguis fragilis, common toads Bufo bufo (all UK BAP species) are present. So are
smooth and / or palmate newts, sometimes in considerable numbers.
Amongst the flora, yellow-rattle Rhinanthus sp. can be found. This flower has been shown to greatly
increase biodiversity by reducing the growth of grasses. Fungi include the colourful egg-yoke fungus
Bolbitius titubans.
Does it have public access?

Yes

Does it have a public right of way?

Bridleway 77 passes through the track that is the approach to the Burial Ground from Green Lane. This
approach is part of the proposed Green Space.

Is it located in a new development?

No

Is it in public ownership?

No

How will LGS be managed?

The management will remain the responsibility of Chaldon Village Council. There is an advisory
committee with representatives from CVC, TDC, SCC, Chaldon Church, local residents and the
Downlands Management Project.
This site is owned by Chaldon Village Council and therefore the community.

Should it be registered as an Asset of
Community Value?
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