
1. Historical Development of the Area 

The original old roman road passed through the Caterham Gap in the North Downs; this natural corridor has been heavily developed with modern roads 
and a railway, along with suburban housing, obliterating much of the ancient road. The road can, however, be found east of Caterham where the road 
curves around the west side of Tillingdown on a terraceway, marking the boundary between developed and undeveloped land. As is often the case with 
Roman roads, a parish boundary follows the line. The Roman line joins the lower part of Tillingdown Lane, then the B2030 road and A22 Caterham Bypass 
before becoming a lane east of the A22 as it approaches the M25 motorway where the intersection is on the Roman line   

The A22 an old route, which utilized turnpikes, opened in the 18th century.
The A22 Caterham bypass, built in the 1930’s, is one of the first dual carriageways in Surrey and possibly in the country with the very early Wapses Lodge 
roundabout at the northern end. Before the building of the Caterham by-pass, when the Bourne flooded, the whole of the area formed by the present 
sunken roundabout at Wapses Lodge would flood. This area of water became a wonderful play area for local children. The culverting of the Bourne put an 
end to that fun. 

The modern locality of Caterham Valley is a product of the Victorian age and the coming of the railway to the area in 1856. Caterham Valley is a terminus 
for the railway line, which runs from London, passing through Croydon and Purley. The original plan was for the railway to continue to Godstone, to carry 
firestone and other material that were being extracted from the local area. But the project to continue the railway line to Godstone ran out of money.  

In 1988 the Church Walk pedestrian shopping centre was built on the site of the Valley Hotel, (formerly the Railway Hotel which had been built to 
accommodate visitors arriving on the new railway trains). Church Walk is built on land where long before the hotels there was a tennis court, croquet lawn, 
rose garden, fountain and Mr. Woollet's nursery. The griffins found on the top of the entrance to the centre are originally from the old hotel. 

Tillingdown Hill used to be part of Tillingdown Farm but has since become public open space.  Work was carried out for the Heritage Lottery Fund Project - 
Wildlife on your Doorstep (HLF) by contractors and the Downlands Countryside Management Project in the 60’s to managing the grassland and install 
benches, and an interpretation board. Before the HLF project, this was a neglected area of open space near Caterham, which had been invaded by scrub. 



Local people were encouraged to take part in biodiversity enhancement and access schemes over the project's 3 year span (which ended at the end of 
March 2006.) The benches are still there, though now looking very weathered. There is no sigh of any interpretation board, or any public information at all. 

2. Roads 

Caterham Valley can be approached by road from 3 main directions. 

 From Caterham on-the-Hill via Church Hill and Station Avenue. 
 From Godstone / M25 via the Godstone Road. 
 From Whyteleafe and Croydon via Wapses Lodge roundabout and continuing along the Croydon Road. 

All of these three main roads converge at the roundabout in Caterham (The Square) near the railway station. It is also possible to reach the Valley from 
Caterham on-the-Hill down Burntwood Lane to Wapses Lodge and onto the Croydon Road. 

 

On the east side of the Croydon Road, rising steeply from the valley floor and then running parallel to the Croydon Road, are small residential roads of 
varying types. Those nearest the town centre are narrow and many are cluttered with parked cars. Nearer to Wapses Lodge roundabout the roads are 
wider and less steep. 

Running from Burntwood Lane through to Station Avenue on the other side of the 

railway to the Croydon Road, is Stafford Road, a mainly residential housing area, but with offices, library and a small museum at the Station Road end.  

Burntwood Lane is a steep main road running from Caterham on-the-Hill down to the Wapses Lodge end of Croydon Road. There is residential housing on 
the Caterham Valley side and parkland, a school and sports centre on the other. 

On the Godstone Road side of Caterham Valley (Harestone Ward) there is the Crescent and Timberhill road area. A small residential area surrounding a 
small recreational area. The police station and St Johns Ambulance building are situated here. 

3. Public Transport. 

Caterham Station is the terminus of a branch line from Purley, providing a regular rail service to the main London terminals of London Bridge and Victoria, 
via East Croydon. In addition to the railway, there are a number of bus routes running from Caterham Valley, which operate to Caterham on the Hill, Redhill 
bus station, Croydon and East Grinstead.  



 

Caterham Station entrance with taxi s waiting outside  

 

4. Retail and Businesses. 

The Valley Ward contains the main shopping and commercial area within Caterham. It occupies the Valley floor along the old Eastbourne Road and offers 
an array of shops and restaurant’s. 

The Valley shopping area runs from the Square at the main roundabout, in the town, in three directions, along Station Avenue, Godstone Road and 
Croydon Road. The majority of retail shops are along the Croydon Road and in Church Walk shopping centre which is accessed from Station Avenue.  

The vast majority of the shops in the town are small, with only the three supermarkets having very large frontages. The two larger supermarkets are both 
located near the Station, Waitrose being alongside it, and Morrison’s being in Church Walk. This grouping has the effect of concentrating most of the 
pedestrian traffic in the town in Station Avenue and Church Walk. 



 

 

Church Walk shopping centre 

 

There are a number of empty retail units in the town (three observed at the time of this survey, with three others that have goods in the window but appear 
to have ceased trading or about to cease trading). 

There is an impression of dilapidation caused by empty buildings on the circumference, and the quite poor appearance of some of the buildings along the 
Croydon Road with many “To Let” signs. 

 

 

 



Croydon Road looking towards the centre 

 

Other than in Church Walk there is also an untidy rather unkempt feeling. 

Although the area has been improved a little by some new planters, something more is needed to make the shopping experience on the main Croydon road 
more pleasant. There is, for example, no pedestrian square or anywhere particularly pleasant for people to sit apart from a very small area where the 
Asprey ‘fountain’ is sandwiched between two shops. Rubbish from the shops has also been left on the footpath from Saturday afternoon to Monday 
morning which makes the town look dilapidated. The Parish Council are currently trying to get the council to sort this out with the shopkeepers) 

 

There is very little reason for shoppers who park in Morrison’s or Waitrose to walk along the Croydon or Godstone Road once they have done their main 
food shopping at either of these supermarkets. 

 

Empty buildings on the circumference of the shopping area which contribute to an air of dilapidation include: 

 The empty Burntwood Lane Adult Education Centre (the former Caterham Board School). Soon to be developed, works expected to commence in 
the autumn – see below 

 The vacant Farningham school area. Soon to be developed, works expected to commence in the autumn – see below 
 The closed boarded up Valley pub   

 

 



Forner Valley pub site along the Croydon Road almost opposite Rose and Young site. 

 

 The former Rose and Young building. 

  

Rear of Rose and Young site  

 

 

Rose and Young site from the front 

 

 An old empty youth club site on the Godstone Road Harestone Ward 



 

 The empty Caterham Cars building Soon to be developed as retirement homes – hoarding is up and work looks to be starting soon as demolition 
signs have gone up. 

 

An exhibition of the former Rose & Young site was held at Soper Hall on the 26th of February 2013. A formal planning application, including retail and 
homes, is expected to be submitted Tandridge Council in the spring of 2013. My understanding is that there is a compulsory purchase order where the 
owner will have to sell if a purchaser is found.  Currently not aware that it has been purchased.  There is a problem with the site because of all the effluent 
left over from the garage which will be quite expensive to remove before development could begin. 

 

There is a planning application submitted to build housing on the Adult Education Centre site and on the adjacent Social Services site (The planning 
application to build 38 houses and apartments – 15 (12 houses/ 3 flats) on the Social Services site and 23 (6 houses / 17 flats) on the old school site was 
approved by the planning committee on 18th April.  The Adult Education building is being retained. I can answer any questions that anyone has about this 
as I am an expert on this site. 

and a planning application to build flats on the site of the Valley pub. This will remove the only pub at this end of the valley. The planning application was 
refused but the developer has appealed the decision. 

 

The Quadrant House office accommodation above shops in Croydon Road also appears to be mostly empty and has a large “To Let” sign on the north side 
of the building;  

 

Office “ To Let”  sign Quadrant House, Croydon Road – Caterham Valley. There is also an office block situated between the shopping area and Wapses 
roundabout that appears to be empty and is also advertising offices to let.  



 

Travelling down Caterham Hill towards Caterham Valley, your eyes are drawn to the now empty Caterham Cars site; closed since February 2013. Planning 
approval has been granted for further retirement dwellings on this site which according to an advertising board should be coming soon. 

 

Of around 130 retail spaces in total, there is a preponderance of restaurants, cafes and takeaways; there is quite a good variety of small shops, including:  

 

 9 restaurants 
 9 takeaways  
 9 hairdressers 
 7 cafes 
 6 estate agents 
 5 newsagents and card shops 

 

 5 charity shops 
 4 banks  
 4 jewellers 
 3 supermarkets 
 3 opticians 
 3 chemists 
 3 kitchen/bathroom shops 

 

 

In addition, there are also electrical shops, florists, gift shops, craft shops, clothes shops, nail bars, travel agents, pubs, furniture shops, cycling and motor 
accessory shop, photographer, dry cleaners, bakers, funeral parlour, sports clothes shop, health food shop and an expanding computer shop. There are no 
longer any greengrocers or butchers, probably because of the existence of so many supermarkets. There are no large recognised retail stores such as 
M&S, House of Fraser, etc, which is possibly why the smaller stores still survive. 

 

There are also two small parades of shops (of about six shops in each) along the west side of the Croydon Road. One situated half-way along, and one 
located at the end of the road towards Whyteleafe, opposite the Marden Lodge School.  

 

Buildings in the main shopping centre are mostly dated post 1900 onwards, comprising of small units in varying states of repair. There are also some ugly 
1960s style buildings e.g. the Quadrant House building on the railway side of the shopping area along Croydon Road that have absolutely no character at 
all. Probably the oldest retail unit dated at 1888, is the William Hill (Harestone Ward) furniture store, which provides the Godstone Road side of the town 
with some character. 



 

 

Godstone Rd William Hill Furniture store 

The Caterham Festival holds a market which takes place one Sunday in June each year, along the Croydon Road, between The Square and the northern 
end of the Quadrant House building. 

 

5. Other Businesses  

There are small businesses along and behind the Croydon Road on the railway side interspersed with the housing, such as builder’s merchants, builders’ 
offices, joiners, car servicing, tyre sales, greeting card cash and carry and the South East offices of Pickering’s lifts. There is also a large used Mercedes 
car garage on Croydon Road opposite Marden Lodge School. 

 



 

Merceded Benz used car showroom on the Croydon Rd 

Most office space is situated along the Croydon Road beginning as the shops peter out. There are some in use, but much vacant possession in newish 
office blocks. Office space is also available above a number of shops in the Valley.   

 

6. Schools 

Marden Lodge Primary school and Kestrels’ Children’s Centre is situated on the Croydon Road by Wapses Lodge, sandwiched between Croydon Road 
and the by- pass. The school is available for pupils from 3–11 years of age, with an added nursery on site that is available for children from the age of 6 
months. 

 

Marden Lodge School along the Croydon rd opposite the Mercedes Benz car showroom 

 

de Stafford School (Portley Ward), located on the Burntwood Road, is a comprehensive foundation high school specialising in maths and computing which 
houses around 180 students. There is no 6th form; from the prospectus it is assumed that pupils can continue at Reigate College. Within the de Stafford 
complex, there is a sports centre run by the Tandridge Trust with a swimming pool, gym and sports hall available to the public. 

 



There is an also further pre-school childcare facility available at the Caterham Christian Centre on Croydon Road; where parents have to park along the 
main road. It seems a pity that the CR3 area cannot sustain a 6th Form College or an adult education college. 

Other schools in Valley / Harestone Wards 

Caterham School – Harestone Valley Road 

Caterham Day Nursery – Burntwood Lane 

St Johns CE Primary – Markfield Road 

 

7. Traffic 

Traffic flow has been improved recently with the addition of a mini roundabout situated at the bottom of Church Hill, but Station Road can still be affected 
when traffic build up occurs, particularly on Saturday mornings when queues of vehicles are trying to get into Morrison’s car park, and can be found 
overflowing back into Station Road. In addition, if there is an accident on the bypass, the Valley area can come to a standstill. 

 

 

The Square looking towards Waitrose and the Station. 

 



8. Parking 

Although it appears that the main shopping area is well served by the Waitrose and Morrison’s car parks, shoppers are limited to three hours free parking  

 

The Waitrose car park can also be used by commuters at a daily charge.  

There is no dedicated public car park available for shop and office workers or for long term usage generally. 

Parking is a considerable problem for residents living along the Croydon Road, Stafford Road and other small residential roads running parallel to the 
valley. Much of the original housing does not have any dedicated garaging space, resulting in cars being parked along all the roads, often encroaching on 
the pavement. As well as looking unsightly this causes inconvenience for pedestrians, making it very difficult for the elderly and mothers with young children 
to negotiate. 

 

Parking on the Croydon Road, Caterham Valley. 

 

 If the Rose and Young area became a small car park with perhaps also a pleasant small square with seating, more shoppers would perhaps use this end 
of the town. 

 

9. Housing 

9.1 Croydon Road 



Housing along the Croydon Road on the (west railway side), is a mix of older small semi-detached housing, bungalows, older small units of flats and new 
apartment blocks of one to two bedroom apartments. There is a lack of garaging around the older housing which causes problems as previously 
mentioned.  

 

Croydon Road older housing with inadequate parking 

The newer apartment blocks are built with a lack of imagination and with little thought for including any meaningful garden space or reasonable associated 
parking provision . There is one exception where provision has been made for a grassed area at the front, but this particular block is older and the area isn’t 
of any use to children as it isn’t protected from the road. 



 

An example of new building on the Croydon Rd 

Houses on the other side of the Croydon Road (east side) tend to be slightly larger semis or small detached, built above the road on the valley slope 
usually with garaging and with slightly larger gardens. The majority of the older houses appear to have been constructed from the turn of the 20th century 
but with small developments of newer apartment blocks and houses scattered along the road. The houses and gardens are of very mixed state of repair, 
but the housing does offer an affordable   mixture for families.  

 

There is a pending planning application to build 38 dwellings with integral car parking and communal gardens on the closed Adult Education site at the 
junction with the Croydon Road and Farningham Road (approved by planning committee on 18th April). There is also a proposal to build a three storey 
building comprising of nine flats on the site of the old Valley public house in the Croydon Road (turned down by planning off icer and gone to appeal). 

 

9.2 The hillside above Croydon Road.  

On the Caterham Valley end of the Croydon Road, there are steep roads travelling up the hillside with roads off running parallel to the Croydon Road. 
Housing consists of mostly small individual terraces or semi detached houses looking rather tired and often crammed together usually without sufficient 
garage space. There is also a development of flats (Trenholme Court) off Beechwood Rd. 



The roads here are narrow and the pavements cluttered with cars parking on the verges. In some places, both as a driver and as a pedestrian, it is hard to 
get past the numerous parked cars. It should be noted that the council is looking into a residential parking scheme for this area, so presumably it is thought 
that not all the cars belong to residents and some may belong to people working in the Valley, though given the type of housing and lack of car parking 
space, I suspect the majority of these parked cars do belong to the residents or their visitors. The parking scheme has been shelved as 70% of those 
houses polled did not bother to respond. Of the other 30%, 15% were in favour of a parking scheme, the other 15% were not. Therefore Surrey County 
Council will not take it any further. 

 

Note: The Tillingdown Hill open space main access point is at the top of Timberhill Road at the intersection with Gaist Avenue, where there is a very small 
lay-by for cars.  

Nearer to Wapses Lodge, Timberhill Road and Greenhill Avenue are wider roads and contain larger houses and bungalows. 

  

An example of the larger houses built closer to the Wapses \lodge end of Croydon Rd 

 

9.3 Stafford Road area 

The railway side of this road consists of a mix of low cost terrace houses, small semi detached or detached houses and what appears to be some social 
housing which looks very dilapidated and run down.  Many of these houses haven’t any garage space, and consequently cars often park on the pavement 
causing problems for pedestrians, particularly parents with young children. 



On the other side, on the steep hillside rising away from the valley, there is better quality housing with more bungalows and small detached houses.  

New blocks of retirement homes are situated at the Station Road end of the road. There is a very steep small road rising further up the valley and then 
parallel to 

Stafford Road, which appears to be, an un-adopted road with individual small bungalows. 

There seems to have been piecemeal development along Stafford Road without much thought to the overall area. There is potential to improve a large 
stretch of the railway side by integrating the housing and the recreational area behind the housing to make it more pleasant.  

 

 

 

An example of run down housing on the railway side of Stafford Rd 



 

Stafford Road with the Railway side on the left showing the parking problems  

 

9.4 Burntwood Lane 

Mostly well kept large residential detached houses on the Caterham Valley side of that road.  

 

 

9.5 Off Godstone Road.(Harestone Ward) 

A nice mix of generally well maintained houses situated around The Crescent and Timber Hill recreational park area. There are also bungalows up the 
valley slope, and some new development taking place behind the Godstone Road just outside of the Caterham Valley area.  

 



 

An example of a house on The Crescent 

9.6 Retirement Homes  

There are two blocks of dedicated retirement homes just outside the retail area of Caterham Valley situated on the Croydon Road (railway side) with a total 
of 81 flats between them.  

There are a further 35 flats in Valley Court, Beechwood Gardens just off the Croydon Road. 48 flats in Asprey Court and Dene Court in Stafford Road and 
40 flats in Pegasus Court, Stafford Road. There are a further 35 retirement homes, with planning permission, to be built on the former Caterham Cars site.  

The total retirement flats counted, to date; in the Valley Ward of Caterham alone are 239. There may be more that aren’t so obvious. 

 

10. Public buildings, buildings and structures of interest. 

10.1 Railway Station 

Caterham Station is located in Caterham valley and was opened on the 5th August 1856 The station was rebuilt and opened in its current structure on the 
1st of January 1900 The building has a pleasant well kept façade which is a prominent feature of the area. A plaque was unveiled by the Bourne Society on 
the 27th of August 2006 to commemorate the stations 150th anniversary. Waitrose supermarket opened in November 1982, it was built on the site of the 
British Rail car park and land at the rear of 31-63 Croydon Road,  



 

Note, passenger usage of the station has increased from .64 million in 2004 – 2005 to .96 million in 2010 -11 (information obtained from national rail entry 
and exit figures). 

 

10.2 Caterham Valley Library in Stafford Road 

The library is currently housed in a brick-built post war building. Lifts are available to help residents who cannot negotiate the quite steep entrance ramp to 
the entrance. The library is located on two floors. There are no refreshment facilities or public toilets in the building or nearby.  The library is intended to 
move to Soper Hall, at a date in the future, following major refurbishment of Soper Hall. 

 

Based in this Library can be found, the Caterham & District Local History Centre holds local history material for Caterham, Chaldon, Chelsham, Farleigh, 
Godstone, Tatsfield, Titsey, Warlingham, Whyteleafe and Woldingham. Volunteer stewards are available to help on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month 
and on the first Tuesday afternoon of each month. Visitors can investigate family and local history using the extensive range of resources which includes 
parish registers, large scale maps, directories and photographs as well as computer facilities and the invaluable local knowledge of volunteer stewards 

 

Note - In addition, the Stafford Road building is also home to the office of Birth’s, Death’s & Marriages and also houses a Business Centre. 

 

10.3 Post Office 



This large building is situated opposite the station. It was purpose built in 1910 although of no particular style of architecture, it at least adds a little to the 
variety of building styles in the valley. There are both stairs and a ramp at the front entrance; the building is in a very poor state of repair, both inside and 
outside, customers on entering the post office find it looking rundown, poorly lit and neglected. Note: There are plans to build 9 apartments on this site with 
no parking whatsoever. The application has been turned down by the planning committee and the owner has appealed the decision. 

 

Post Office in Station Avenue 

10.4 Old Surrey Hounds Public House

A large mock Tudor pub in the centre of Caterham. The current building is located on the site of an older public house that was destroyed by fire in 1916. 
Pictures of the original pub show a Tudor style building which was used as a meeting place for various hunts. An important link with the history of the 
Valley. 



 

Old Surrey Hounds Public House 

10.5 Miller Centre (Harestone Ward) 

This was originally built in (1882) as a church school finally closing in 1975; purchased by the Park Hill Trust in 1977 and remodelled as a theatre and also 
an active day centre/club. The centre also includes a “dress hire” service. 

It was named the Miller Centre after Dorothy Miller who had formed the Caterham Players in 1946. It appears to be predominantly used by older members 
of the community, and seems well supported. It’s a fabulous theatre with top quality performances and a wide variety of plays to accommodate all tastes.  
They also have a cinema showing once a month during the theatre season which is great for those of us that can’t get easily to the cinema in Oxted. 

 



The Miller Centre 

 

10.6 William Hills Interiors (Harestone Ward) 

This business, which celebrates 65 years of trading in Caterham, uses a building, built in 1888. At that time there was a dairy behind the shop and a 
passage way besides the building (which later became part of the store). It was used to take the cows to graze under the chestnut tree by the church. The 
building was derelict during the Second World War. Mr Hill purchased what is now the middle part of the shop, which opened in 1948 and lived above the 
shop. In 1973 he purchased No. 22 Godstone Road which had been a restaurant, and then a garage, it is now the main showroom. 

 

10.7 East Surrey Museum 

Opened to the public in 1981, and located in a flint and brick house built around the turn of the 19th century, that was once a dentist's surgery. The museum, 
currently supported by volunteers, which chronicles the development of East Surrey through its geological displays, clothes and other domestic items, 
natural history exhibits, extensive archive material and bookstall. Children are made welcome. 

 

East Surrey Museum on the right at the bottom of Church Hill  

 

10.8 Pill Box along Croydon Rd 



A pill box stands on the Croydon Road (east side) located near the entrance at Tillingdown Hill. It is doesn’t have any appropriate signage and is currently 
filled with rubbish. It is assumed that the pill box was constructed during the period of the Second World War as part of Surrey’s defence network. 

 

 

Pill box on Croydon Rd 

 

10.9 Asprey Fountain. 

The Asprey Fountain is situated in a small space between a gallery and a men’s clothes shop near to Church Walk. It was originally located in the middle of 
The Square, where the roundabout is now, and was a working fountain. 

Charles Asprey, the well-known London jeweller, donated the Fountain to the people of Caterham in 1890. It later became Caterham’s first street light and 
was moved to its current position in 1997. 



 

Asprey Fountain 

 

10.10 The Rotary Clock 

The clock, located on the roundabout in the Square, is the newest addition to Caterham town centre, being installed by local Rotary Clubs as a gift to the 
people of Caterham to celebrate their Centenary. 

 

10.11 The Roman Road 

The route of the Roman Road from London to the Brighton area (c.50BC) is visible on the bank running beside the children’s playground in Tillingdown Hill.
The road can also be found east of Caterham where the road curves around the west side of Tillingdown on a terraceway, marking the boundary between 
developed and undeveloped land 

 

10.12 Police station and St Johns Ambulance. 

Located on Timberhill Road, this building was officially opened in 2002 by HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex and Sophie Countess of Wessex. 

 



 

Police Station and St Johns Ambulance  

10.13 Anti aircraft bofors gun emplacement 

Located to the south of Burntwood Lane in a field, can be found the remains of the tower of an anti-aircraft bofors gun emplacement dating from the 2nd 
World War.  

 

 

View of Bofors gun emplacement 

 



10.13 Adult Education centre 

Currently closed, see 4. 

 

Beechwood Adult Education building - now demolished, currently being developed for housing 

 

11. Open land / Recreational green space 

1

1.1 Recreational area between Stafford Road and railway line. 

A long rectangular strip of grass bordered on the railway side by trees and on the Stafford road side by tatty and neglected back fences belonging to the 
houses. 

This area can be accessed on the railway side via a railway bridge from the Croydon Road and also from Stafford Road via two passageways; one with 
steps and one with a quite steep slope without good handrails to assist residents. 

At the southern end is a young children’s play area, adjacent to a small area that includes equipment for older children as well. There appears to be only 
one plain wooden bench to sit on in the whole area. 



On the day we visited, there was also an abandoned white van and shopping trolley. Although the structured play area itself looked well maintained, the 
rest of the area – a large stretch of grass with some dilapidated goal posts lying on their sides on the grass was not inviting at all. Considering the number 
of retirement homes in the area and the number of small houses with little accessible garden space because of the extreme slopes, this could be more 
inviting if it was landscaped to include some gardens, paths, trees and seating. Only dog walkers spotted using this so far, and no obvious bin for dog 
waste. No public conveniences. A lot of dog fouling on the paths leading over the railing line on both sides usually. 

This area gives the impression of an under-used facility, and a much neglected open space.  

 

 

Recreational Area – Stafford Road, Caterham Valley. 

 

11.2 Recreational area on the green on Timberhill Road (Harestone Ward). 

A pleasant area of green space which includes a children’s playground. There is seating around the green. This appears to be the only real possibility of 
green space for any office workers working in the valley to use at lunchtime. No public conveniences. The re-furbished Timber Hill playground was re-
opened in 2005. 



 

Timber Hill playground 

From the Crescent there is a set of steep steps, leading to a public footpath which arrives at a fork. The right hand fork of the path crosses the by-pass and 
continues to Tillingdown Farm. The left hand fork of the path runs parallel with Croydon road with an easier route leading you on your left back to Mount 
Pleasant Road. 

 

  

Public Footpath parallel to Crescent Road, Caterham Valley. 



Towards your right, there is a route which takes you through to Tillingdown Hill, towards the reservoir and phone mast and finally on to towards the small 
car park on the junction with Tillingdown Hill and Gaist Avenue. This route includes is a difficult and steep incline with no steps to gain easy access to this 
open space. 

 

11.3 Recreational area on Tillingdown Copse Open space – Tillingdown Hill Road and Beechwood. 

A very small area on a slope of green space with a very small play area consisting of one slide and some swings. No seating visible. 

 

 

Tillingdown play area 

 

11.4 Wooded slope up the Valley side behind Stafford Road 

There is a footpath from the end of Milner Road going a small way into the wooded area behind Stafford Road; there isn’t any well defined footpath system 
in this area of woodland. There is also a steeply stepped footpath up the Valley that takes the walker to Burntwood lane, opposite de Stafford school. 



 

End of Milner Rd showing open space 

 

 

11.5 Tillingdown Hill open space 

Behind the houses running along the Valley between Croydon Road and the bypass there is open green space and woodland which isn’t as accessible as it 
could be, although it is designated public open space and it was one of five community wildlife initiatives in the 60’s developed as a result of the Heritage 
Lottery fund. This area is chalk grassland and it is important for certain types of flowers and butterflies.  The Downlands Countryside Management Project 
maintains the site from a conservation point of view.  Work done at this time is sadly not very evident now, apart from some weathered seating. 

There is a small parking area by the main entry point off Tillingdown Hill road which appears mostly used for residents parking.   

There are no footpath signposts and no boards giving any history of the area or any details of the vegetation and wildlife.  

This area also houses a buried reservoir. This is a valuable resource and should be made more widely known and accessible. 

Note: A footpath that should run from the end of Greenhill Avenue, across a lower part of Tillingdown Hill down to the bypass and then across it, appears to 
have been closed off. 

 



 

 

Views of Tillingdown 

 

11.6 Tillingdown Hill the other side of the by-pass  

There is an area of green land on the other side of the bypass accessed via Tillingdown Lane or via a bridge over the by-pass at the end of Tillingdown Hill. 

This area is occupied by Tillingdown farm. The green area around here which leads towards Woldingham, contains a very pleasant valley. From our 
exploring of this area it seems there is some clay pigeon shooting, but no evidence of much other use.   

 



Summary 

The steepness of the land around Caterham doesn’t make it ideal for general cycling or walking, but perhaps there is an opportunity to develop some 
dedicated mountain biking tracks, and develop and advertise public footpaths to promote fitness. The Tillingdown Hill open space could be better publicised 
and valued. 

Accessible green spaces for residents and local workers are limited in the valley itself as the majority new properties, in particular flats, have little or no 
garden space allocated to them. Most residents in the valley would probably need a car to go to the larger parks on the Hill or in Whyteleafe. 

 

12. Leisure  Facilities / Activity  

 Sport - the Stafford sports centre 
 A private dance studio in Croydon Road 
 Theatre – The Miller Centre Theatre and Club (Harestone Ward), which appears to be targeted mostly for retired people 
 Youth facilities (Harestone Ward)- small shop in Godstone Road has been set up as a youth group. When we walked past it was shut with no 

information, on the door, giving details of opening times. 
 Henry’s a café and clothes shop – Croydon Road, aimed at parents with young children. This recently opened outlet incorporates a playarea; it has 

recently just been granted a take away licence. 
 

13. Drainage 

During periods of heavy rainfall, flood water runs down from the surrounding hills. This leads to flooding problems in areas of the Valley due to poor 
drainage, see 14.2 Soil. 

14. Vegetation and Hard Landscape 

Caterham lies within the North Downs; Caterham Valley's southern border is immediately south of the North Downs Way, part of a national trail network. 
Caterham is surrounded by a green setting of commons and woods with trees lining both sides of Caterham Valley. During our appraisal we did not see any 
key views of note. 

 

14.1 Elevation 



East of the centre of Caterham Valley are rolling pastures of the North Downs on top of a more crevassed smaller mass of upland which forms the village of 
Woldingham. The M25 motorway (between junctions 6 and 7) is 80 to 90m below and less than 200m south of the North Downs path and the southern 
border of Caterham Valley civil parish and is linked by an uninterrupted hilltop dual carriageway to the north of Caterham, and its lowest point, Wapses 
Lodge roundabout. The parish is on the Chalk downs, but they are in great part capped by clay and gravel. 

Elevations range from 230m Above Ordnance Datum in the southwest extreme, "Whitehill Tower, War Coppice Road in Caterham Valley", to 110m Above 
Ordnance Datum along the railway track, immediately below Wapses Lodge roundabout, a tripoint partly in Woldingham, Whyteleafe and Caterham. 

14.2 Soil 

Soil here has the expected shallow, lime-rich soil over chalk or limestone of the escarpment with lower parts of the escarpment summit here, where the 
topsoil has eroded, having slightly acid, loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage, which makes that soil particularly fertile. 

The gault clay and the middle chalk that lies under the North Downs are both at their thickest around the valley that occupies the centre of Caterham Valley. 
While earlier cretaceous clays and greensand and sandy material, underlying, is evident where terrain has eroded. 90 million years ago the North Downs 
hard chalk was deposited, a white limestone comprising over 95% calcium carbonate. It contains thin beds of marl and nodules of flint, either scattered or in 
bands. The North Downs extending from Farnham to Dover are formed by this chalk. They now have an often white, almost vertical south-facing slope. In 
lower slopes flints washed up by early seas come more to the surface and appear closer to the surface

15.Summary and Suggestions 

 

Caterham Valley shopping area at the station end, with the exception of the post office is fairly well maintained. The shops along the Croydon road are less 
well maintained and less well frequented by passers by. This side of the town would benefit from some development to provide something to encourage 
consumers to visit. Suggestions have been made that a cinema might be possible. Moving the station entrance to this end of the town has also been 
suggested. More greenery, seating and space for market stalls or pop up businesses here could also be beneficial. (I understand from the Hastings fish van 
that visits the Hill area on Tuesdays that she was interested in visiting the Valley, but that the Council were unable to help her with a pitch in the High 
Street.) 

Car parking is a problem. Housing and flats need to be built with adequate car parking spaces. The current housing stock often does not have adequate car 
parking, leading to cars parked on and along pavements causing problems for young families and people in wheelchairs.  



There is little green space for residents to enjoy and what there is isn’t being managed well, it would be beneficial to the community to manage the existing 
green areas better and to include green planting and trees whenever possible in new developments. There needs to be more public seating and thought 
about how to make the area more accessible and pleasant for the increasing retirement community.    

There is little provision for teenagers, Stafford Road recreational area could perhaps be utilised more. A cinema would obviously probably be popular with 
them too.  

 


