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Section 6 

Urban & Rural Design and Heritage 

Appendix 1 – Character Appraisals 

Chaldon Ward 

1. Description of present day Chaldon  

2. Historical Development of the Area 

3. Roads  

3.1 Rook Lane area 

3.2 Church Lane, Doctors Lane, Hilltop Lane and Leazes Avenue 

3.3 Roffes Lane area and Willey Farm lane 

3.4 Chaldon Common Road and side roads 

3.5 Stanstead Road and side roads 

4 Public Transport 

5. Retail and Business  

6. Schools 

7. Public Footpaths, bridleways 

8. Housing 

9. Community and recreation  

9.1 The Harrow Inn Public House. 

9.2 Surrey National Golf course 

9.3 Six Brothers Field  
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9.4 Chaldon Village Hall  

9.5 Chaldon Church 

10. Landscape 

11. Listed Buildings 

12. Summary and Suggestions 

1.  Descript ion  of present day Chaldon  

Present day Chaldon is described as a village of 1.82 square miles, the major part of which lies within the Metropolitan Green Belt with portions 

described as Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) and others within the Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV).  The current population is 

1,865.  Interestingly there has been very little change in the size of the population since the census of 2001 when it was recorded at 1,821.  This 

small increase of 2.4% compares with an overall rise in the population of Tandridge of 4.7%.  

The village is composed of two sections which may be described in planning terms as: 

 The Green Belt ‘rural’ segment, which represents more than 60% of the total area 

 The eastern ‘semi-rural’ segment. 

Both segments of the village have common needs such as the maintenance of road structure, the adequacy of service provision by District and 

County Councils, and the fostering of a sense of a cohesive community.  However, the planning needs of the two segments are rather different.  

For example the rural portion is protected by extensive Green Belt legislation whereas the semi-rural portion is more vulnerable to housing 

development, particularly via the ‘in-filling’ of house gardens.  In the survey that preceded the Chaldon Village Plan 2013 – 2015, the Council noted 

that of the 308 residents who gave an opinion on the semi-rural area 87% supported the suggestion for a ‘Design Statement’ that could help to 

restrict future development, whilst 74% of 575 rejected the concept of ‘Affordable Housing in Chaldon’.   

This recent survey has led to four key aims for the Village Council: 

 Aim 1 – to protect and enhance the peaceful and rural character of Chaldon 
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 Aim 2 – to develop and maintain a sense of community within the village, encouraging participation and involvement in community decisions 

 Aim 3 – to improve the infrastructure and services within Chaldon 

 Aim 4 – to embrace the opportunities afforded by the government move towards localism and neighbourhood planning, and to develop those 

aspects that will benefit Chaldon.  

Full details can be found in the Chaldon Village Plan 2013 – 2015. 

The Parish of Chaldon covers an area similar in size to Caterham Valley but housing density is far lower. A large area is covered by the Surrey 

National Golf Course opened in 1999 and a number of farms. 

Chaldon Village Council represents the residents of this beautiful Surrey village. It aims to preserve and make accessible to others the rural charm of 

its environment, whilst supporting and developing the different activities that the village has to offer its residents. The Annual Village Meeting takes 

place in the Village Hall, in Rook Lane Chaldon.  

There are no shopping facilities and there is no definite village centre although focal points are provided by the Church of St Peter and St Paul and 

The Village Hall on Rook Lane 

2. His torical  Development of the Area.  

Chaldon is a downlands hilltop parish 1 1/2 miles WSW of Caterham-on-the-Hill. It measures about 2 miles from north to south and 1 ½ miles from 

east to west. Mention is made of land at Chaldon, being held by Chertsey Abbey in the 7th century and in the Doomsday book of 1086 it appears as 

Chalvedune meaning the hill (down) where calves pastured  being of 200 acres and a church. At the end of the 19th century little seemed to have 

changed - in 1861 there were 169 inhabitants and in 1901 there were 266. Despite being within 20 miles of London Chaldon remained a small village 

enjoying the peace and quiet of rural England. Even the arrival of the railway to Brighton in 1841 and to Caterham in 1856 did not destroy this 

tranquillity. 

A water supply arrived around the late 1850’s; in 1885 the Caterham District Gas Light and Coke Company, formerly Caterham and Kenley Gas 

Company, was granted permission to supply gas. In 1924 electricity was being supplied. 
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The opening of St Lawrence’s Asylum in 1870 designed to cater for 2000 patients had little impact on Chaldon. Nor did the arrival of Caterham 

Barracks nearby in 1875. In 1914 the Pilgrimage of Surrey noted that Chaldon had neither public house, shop nor village and consisted of 4/5 farms. 

During World War 1 because of the strategic importance of high ground at Willey, trenches were dug there forming an outer London defence. In 

World War 2 these were followed by gun emplacements and barrage balloons 

By World War 2 the old farm centred life had gone. More mechanisation on the farms meant fewer workers were needed. Better road and transport 

eventually with the bus and rail service in Caterham enabled Chaldon people to work elsewhere and others to move in from outside to take up some 

of the new housing. 

In the 1920’s the signs of accelerating development in the village led Martin Coles Harman a successful businessman and former pupil of Whitgift 

Middle School, then living at “Deans Place”, to ensure that Chaldon should have an open space. In July 1924 he had purchased a 26 acre Lot 

described as “Freehold Arable and Wooodland; it was part of the 107 acre “Hilltop Estate”. He decided to donate 6.69 of the 26 acres, near Hilltop 

Lane, to Chaldon Parish for the use of the residents of the village as a sports field, with it being From 1928 it has been the home of immediately 

passed to the National Trust on the 31 December 1926. A formal presentation was made on 28 May 1927. Mr Harman was one of six brothers, one 

of whom was killed in WW1. He requested that the field should for ever be known as Six Brothers Field and arranged for the installation of six blocks 

of granite from Lundy Island to represent the six brothers.Chaldon Cricket Club who field 2 teams playing on a Saturday and Sunday and from 1973 

as headquarters for the local scouts. A local management committee looks after the field with support from the National Trust. The grassed area 

surrounding the cricket field has been left uncut, to enable wildflowers to flourish and thus encouraging butterflies and bees.  

After World War 1 Martin Harman gave a strip of land on Rook Lane which was used as the site for the construction of a Village hall, given as a 

Peace Memorial. The war memorial clock was added to the hall in 1947 and dedicated to those who had died.  The clock further commemorates the 

part played by the people of Chaldon in the war effort.  The hall, located next to St Peter’s & St Paul’s School, can be hired by individuals and groups 

and is currently used by the W.I., Chaldon Amateur Dramatics Society (CADS), badminton, a pre-school playgroup and dance classes. The hall is 

well used, but is now showing signs of its age. The present infants school, St Peter’s & St Paul’s, which is adjacent to the Village hall, was built in 

1964, replacing the original 1871 building.  
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In 2011 the NHS passed over ownership of the St Lawrence’s Hospital burial ground for former patients to the Chaldon Village Council which took on 

the responsibility for restoring the site and now manages it for the use of residents and visitors.  A working party is held on the 3rd Monday of each 

month to maintain the site and develop the potential as a wildlife habitat. 

Chaldon church, is of Saxon Foundation, and is recorded in the Charter of Frithwald, dated 727 AD. It is dedicated to St Peter & St Paul and is one 

of a number of very small churches in Surrey. It is located close to Chaldon Court, an ancient manor house, and may have been built as a private 

church for the manor. The west wall of the church bears a large, unique, medieval painting well known to all scholars of medieval art. Visitors come 

from many countries to view the painting which has been described as one of the great treasures of the Church of England.  The painting depicts the 

“Last Judgement and the Ladder of Salvation”.  It was painted over during the 17th century Reformation and rediscovered in 1870 whilst the church 

was being redecorated. The church remains an active place of worship, with 2 services every Sunday and one on Thursdays. 

3.  Roads 

Chaldon can be approached by road from 2 main directions: 

 From the A23 London/Brighton Road North via Shepherds Hill / Alderstead Lane (B2031) 

 From Caterham on-the-Hill via Chaldon Road (B2031) 

During the recent resident survey local residents noted the increased amount of traffic using narrow minor roads as well as Rook Lane. Roads such 

as Hilltop Lane; Church Lane and Doctors Lane seem to them to be experiencing heavier traffic which is using the lanes as a cut through. This may 

be due to the increasing use of Sat Nav technology by car drivers. 

Speed of traffic along Rook Lane and Stanstead Road generally is also seen as an issue that will need to be addressed.   

Large potholes disfigure the roads, throughout Chaldon. It is noted that Surrey County Council has announced that it is embarking on a £100 million 

project to improve 300 miles of Surrey’s worst roads and rebuild many of them.  A ten year warranty means if there is a problem with a road, the cost 

of repairing it would fall to the contractor that built the road and not the council. The project will take 5 years to complete and the full list of roads will 

be announced in June 2013. 

3.1 Rook Lane area 
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Rook Lane, part of the B2031, runs through Chaldon and is by far the busiest road. St Peter and St Paul’s Church of England Infants School, the 

Village Hall and the Surrey National Golf Course are all accessed from this road and the only bus route covering Chaldon runs along it. Concerns 

have been expressed by residents about increasing traffic volumes and speed along the road, particularly around the school. There are many 

danger and warning signs along the road which are commonly ignored completely by drivers. The small car park opposite the Village Hall is for users 

of the Village Hall.  

The pavement adjacent to the school has recently been extended to increase the space for parents to park and drop off children. 

Church Lane, Hilltop Lane, Willey Broom Lane, Doctors Lane Mount Avenue, Linden Drive, Chaldon Common Road, Fryern Wood, Roffes Lane and 

Sunny Rise all lead off of Rook lane. 

Rook Lane 

3.2 Church Lane, Doctors Lane, Hi l l top Lane and Leazes Avenue  

Country lanes in Chaldon have relatively low traffic flows, except for Hilltop Lane which seems to have become a popular cut through and is suffering 

badly from deterioration of the road surface. 

Hilltop Lane and Leazes Avenue are good access points for village footpaths. 



[Type text] 
 

 
12 April 2016  Page 160 of 854 

Hilltop lane showing poor state of road and unsuitability for through traffic 

 

Lane leading to footpath off Leazes Avenue 
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3.3.  Roffes Lane area and Wi l ley Farm Lane. 

The section of Roffes Lane from Rook Lane to the end of Chaldon Common Road is residential with a mix of housing predominantly on one side of 

the road, with woodland and farmland on the other. 
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More residential part of Roffes Lane 

Where it meets Chaldon Common Road, it becomes a more rural lane running through woodland and farmland until it meets Stanstead Road near 

the Harrow Public House. This part of the road is single track with passing places. It can be busy during peak hours due to rush hour and school 

traffic using it as a cut through. 

Caterham Autos and Nottingham Coach Craft businesses are situated on this part of the lane. 
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View from Roffes Lane 

Auto repair shops off Roffes Lane 

Just at the junction with Stanstead Road is Barnsfield Stud (formerly Springlen Stables). In 2010 the owners were granted a Certificates of 

Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development (CLUED) for a static caravan and in 2013 despite a number of objections from walkers and local 

residents including a strong one from by Chaldon Village Parish, an application has been approved for the stationing of a large mobile home. 

Note: Certificates of Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development (CLUED) are a useful statutory mechanism to secure confirmation of the validity of 

development without having to apply for full retrospective planning permission 
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Willey Farm Lane is a single track road with a small number of houses, which runs from Chaldon Common Road up to Willey Farm, where it meets a 

network of footpaths, including the North Downs Way / Pilgrims lane.  It is within Surrey’s Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). There are 

splendid views from the lane in all directions across open fields. 

View towards London from Willey Farm lane 

Unfortunately the water tower at Willey farm is showing signs of decay (see listed buildings appraisal) and cannot be seen easily as it sits within an 

overgrown area.  

3.4 Chaldon Common Road and adjacent roads  

This area encompassing Birchwood Lane, The Heath, Heathway, Birchcroft Close, High Standing and Lavender Close is the main residential area of 

Chaldon. The roads are quiet and well kept.  Birchcroft Close, High Standing and Lavender Close are cul-de-sacs  built in the 1980’s/90’s when 

residents sold portions of  back gardens.  They consist of large detached family homes. The other roads have a mixture of smaller detached family 

homes and bungalows.  

Birchwood Lane is an attractive older rural lane and comprises a mix of new and older family housing, stabling and farmland. It leads to a junction of 

5 footpaths, (“Fiveways”).  
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An example of a newer road built off Chaldon Common Road 

 

Chaldon Common Road 

  



[Type text] 
 

 
12 April 2016  Page 166 of 854 

Example of older housing in Birchwood Lane 

3.5 Stanstead Road 

This is a busy road running from Caterham on-the-Hill towards Bletchingley. Most of the residential property is situated at the Caterham Hill end of 

the road.  

The 2011 Harestone Valley appraisal covers this area. Since the appraisal there have been 3 new housing developments replacing large houses 

and their gardens. There are also a number of interesting old cottages 

The Harrow Inn Public House is situated on this road near the junction of Roffes lane. 

Oakhurst Grange School is also in the semi rural part of this road and the road is therefore significantly affected by school traffic. Parking around 

Oakhurst Grove School at peak school times reduces Stanstead Road to single lane and with the school being situated on a bend there is a blind 

spot for oncoming traffic. On many occasions this has caused problems with traffic unable to move in either direction.  Whilst there is a 30 mph 

speed restriction near the school speed limits beyond the school are unrestricted and dangerous speeding is common.     

Recent housing developments have resulted in using Stanstead Road but no additional facilities have been provided from The Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) paid to the District Council by the developers.   
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Note: The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a new levy that local authorities can choose to charge on new developments in their area. The 

money can be used to support development by funding infrastructure that the council, local community and neighbourhoods think appropriate. 

See “History of Chaldon” and “2011 Harestone Appraisal” for more information on this road. 

 

4 Pub lic Transport  

Public transport is very limited in Chaldon. There is one infrequent bus service, the 540 bus, which operates between Woldingham – Caterham – 

Redhill. This service runs from Monday to Friday. There is no bus service Saturday or Sunday.  

One of the 2 bus stops along Rook Lane 

The nearest mainline train station is Caterham Station, that can be reached by the 540 bus.  Coulsdon South and Merstham train stations are also 

used by commuters. 

5.  Retai l  and Business 
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Chaldon does not have retail or urban businesses.  Employment is provided by a golf course, a public house, some small automotive repair yards, 

farming and stabling.  

6.  Schools 

St Peter & St Paul’s Church of England Infants School in Rook Lane is a state school for boys and girls aged from 4 to 7. It currently has 87 pupils. 

The school is situated next to Chaldon Village Hall which itself houses a pre-school nursery with 54 children on the roll. Parents at the school are 

increasingly concerned about the speed of traffic along Rook Lane 

Oakhyrst Grange School on Stanstead Road is a small, co-educational independent preparatory school for boys and girls aged from 4 to 11. The 

school offers both an “early birds” club from 08:00 and After School Care until 18:00. There is no public transport available to this school. 

As stated previously, parking around Oakhyrst Grove School at peak school times reduces Stanstead Road to a single lane and as the school is 

situated on a bend there is a blind spot for oncoming traffic. This has caused frequent problems with traffic unable to move in either direction.  

Note: Oakhyrst Grange has a recent extension which is at odds with the architecture of the nearby houses and out of character with the semi rural 

setting at this end of Stanstead road. 
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St Peter and St Paul C of E Infant School 

7.  Publ ic Footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths 

Chaldon is well served for public footpaths traversing both chalk downland and woodland. The area is criss-crossed by public footpaths and 

bridleways and the majority of the roads are described as lanes which help underline the rural feel. The footpaths, many of which run alongside 

ancient bluebell woods are rigorously monitored and twice per year all the footpaths and bridleways are walked. Footpaths can be reached from a 

number of points. The following routes are some of the regular footpath walks. 

 Chaldon Church – via Happy Valley, The Golf Course, Fryern Farm, Chaldon Common Road and Birchwood Lane - 3 miles. 

 Junction Leazes Avenue / Doctors Lane – via Piles Wood, Happy Valley, Magazine Road, Green Lane, The Golf Course and Rook Lane – 2.25 

miles. 

 Village Hall Car Park - via Church lane, Piles Wood, Happy Valley, The Golf Course, Leazes Avenue and Rook Lane – 2.3 miles.  

 Chaldon Church – via Alderstead Heath, Tollsworth Manor, North Downs Way, Hilltop Farm and Willet Broom Wood – 2.25 miles. 

 Chaldon Crossroads – via Tollsworth Manor, North Downs Way, Rockshaw Road, Spring Bottom, North Downs Way, Hilltop Farm and Willey 

Broome Wood – 3.5 miles. 
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 Junction Roffes Lane / Chaldon Common Road – Willey Farm Lane, Grub Wood, White Hill, Willey Park Fame, North Downs Way, Rook Farm 

and Rook Lane – 2.3 miles.  

All the footpaths and bridleways of Chaldon are walked on the 1st or 2nd Sunday in May and October. An Annual Bounds Walk takes place in June.  

To the southern end of Chaldon is the North Downs Way National Trail, a long-distance path in 

Southern England, opened in 1978. It runs from Farnham to Dover, past Godalming, Guildford, 

Dorking, Merstham, Otford and Rochester, along the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB) and Kent Downs (AONB). 

The footpaths are well publicised in Chaldon and well maintained. There is perhaps an opportunity to 

make them more widely known to the residents of other wards. Although car parking is limited, it is 

available around the church, which could be a good starting point for a circular walk of Chaldon which 

more people could enjoy. 

There are no designated cycle paths in Chaldon. 

8.  Housing 

Housing in the area is predominantly well cared for 

and includes large family homes and spacious bungalows. There are just a few older-style terraced 

farm- cottage houses.   

The 2013 parish council survey showed that Chaldon residents are happy with their environment and 

have no wish for any major changes. Glebe House Care Home is situated in Church lane with a capacity for 43 residents 

9.  Communi ty and recreation  

9.1 The Harrow Inn Publ ic House.  

Figure 1 - Well publicised footpath walks 
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Situated on Stanstead Road, the Harrow Inn public house has welcomed visitors for over four centuries and was built on a site previously occupied 

by two cottages. To this day it retains many of the original features, such as a flint face and open wood burner. The Harrow Inn also has a history 

linked with World War 2, and there is a map within the pub that shows that during the war, the Home Guard used the building as their HQ. 

The Harrow is situated at the top of the hill and is known to be the highest pub in Surrey. It stands very near to the Pilgrims Way; an historic walk-

way known to have been used for more than a thousand years. 

Harrow Public House 

9.2 Surrey National Gol f Club 

Opened in 1999 with the main entrance to the course from Rook Lane, the Surrey National  covers 200 acres and has a reputation as one of the best 

all year round courses in the area. The club is available for functions and weddings. 

9.3 Six Brothers F ield 

This field, owned by the National Trust, houses the local Cricket Club as well as the local Scout group. It is also used for an annual Firework night 

and an annual village picnic.  
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Six Brothers Field 

9.4 Chaldon Vi l lage Hal l  

The Village Hall, located on Rook Lane, houses a pre-school nursery, two badminton clubs, dance classes, an amateur dramatic society and 

meetings such as those of the W.I.  It is also available for private hire for parties and charity events. 
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Chaldon Village Hall 

9.5 Chaldon Church 

Of Saxon foundation and dedicated to St Peter and St Paul, this church is an historic Grade 1 listed building. It has a substantial congregation and 

maintains close links with the Village Chaldon Church 
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Chaldon Church 

Church mural 

 

10. Landscape 
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Chaldon’s high aspect and open farmland afford the resident and visitor with spectacular views across the North Downs and over towards London. 

The area is easily accessible by walkers, because of the wide network of footpaths. The landscape is of chalk grassland and bluebell woods. 

Chalk Grassland is one of our rarest and most endangered wildlife habitats and the path along the North Downs Way at Chaldon overlooks Park 

Ham scarp.  Park Ham is part of the quarry hangers Site of Special Scientific Interest in recognition of its species rich chalk grassland.  

Note: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are important as they support plants and animals that find it difficult  to survive elsewhere in the countryside, and 

they represent the country’s best wildlife and geological sites. SSSI are legally protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

Park Ham information board 

11. Listed Bui ld ings 

Chaldon has 11 listed buildings including Chaldon Court, a Grade 2 listed timber framed 14th century manor house. See separate listed building 

report. Also the area around St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church is a conservation area.  There are two houses, The Rookery, Church Lane and Fryern 

Farm, that appear on Tandridge’s Buildings of Character. 

12. Summary and Suggestions 


