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L e i s u r e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

4.1. This chapter assesses the existing leisure and community facilities across all four 

Parishes. It provides evidence of the current provision, the current needs as 

voiced by the public in the questionnaires and makes it possible to identify gaps in 

this provision. It also identifies whether the gaps are geographical, age related or 

transport related. 

4.2. This section of the Neighbourhood Plan identifies how the community within the 

CR3 area functions at present, highlights the priorities for the future and outlines 

how these might be delivered and establishes town planning policies to help 

enable the needs of local people to be met over the 20 year time frame of the 

Plan. 
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4.3. The surveys (Appendix 1) and other gauges of public opinion such as comments 

on planning applications display high levels of concern about housing 

development outstripping services and the ability of the local community to cater 

for the recreational and social needs of the area. It is recognised that a healthy, 

vibrant community is not just created by the quality of its housing but also by the 

opportunity created for residents to be able to fulfil their individual and collective 

physical, cultural and social needs. 

4.4. The purpose of this document is:- 

a. To recommend new policies in the context of current leisure and community 

facilities and how they are used; 

b. To report on and take account of the information gained from the public 

surveys provided by both providers and users of the community facilities and 

“follow up” research by members of the group; 

4.5. Using this information, to create a policy structure that will maintain, enhance and 

improve provision to meet the needs of the community now and for the next 20 

years taking into account national and local strategic policies (Appendix 2) and the 

views and wishes of residents as identified by surveys recently carried out in the 

CR3 area. 

4.6. To suggest ways in which resources could be used and targeted to achieve these 

outcomes. 
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G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  

4.7. Healthy communities need access to high quality facilities including high quality 

open spaces.  (See National Planning Policy Framework NPFF 17– a core 

principle is to consistently seek high quality design) 

4.8. Consideration needs to be given to the variety of needs within the CR3 area. 

There must for example be appropriate provision for under 18s and over 65s. 

Facilities should take into account that the types of sport women engage in tend to 

be different from those favoured by men (increasing women’s participation in 

sports is a key governmental objective).There is a diversity of social expectations 

within the four Parishes in terms of income available for leisure and in terms of 

rural and urban housing (See NPPF 17), and currently there is no sports provision 

for people with disabilities. 

4.9. A leisure policy should contribute to conserving and encouraging diversity of 

social expectations within the four Parishes in terms of income available for leisure 

and in terms of rural and urban housing  (See NPPF 17) enhancing the natural 

environment and reducing pollution. An aim should be to reduce the need to travel 

by car by providing facilities within walking distance or on public transport routes 

(Tandridge Core Strategy). Several of the area’s current leisure venues are 

shared very successfully by providers of different activities. This practice could be 

extended. 

4.10. The expectation is that over the next 20 years the population will increase and 

there will also be a continuation of the upward trend in public participation in 

recreational and cultural activities (DCMS surveys, Taking Part 2012/2013). There 

is also a predicted increase in birth rate. National cultural facilities, opera, theatre 

and galleries for example, have been made available to a wider public through the 

local cinemas. This trend needs to be encouraged to continue and develop. 

4.11. Digital engagement has doubled over the last 6 years. Fast Fibre Hubs have been 

placed in the area encouraging this development but the provision to some of the 

4 Parishes is very minimal and inconsistent. (See the chapters on Business and 

Utilities) 

4.12. The CR3 leisure strategy should support the government objectives of enhancing 

access to the Arts and to increasing the number of people engaging in sports. It 

should also seek to support the policy of all levels of government in improving the 

health, social and cultural well-being of all its residents (NPPF 17). Disability 

access and pricing policies will have a part to play in achieving this. 
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4.13. This chapter must be read in conjunction with the rest of the Neighbourhood Plan 

and any recommendations for the future will need to take all linking information 

into consideration. 

P r o c e s s  

4.14. The Forum has consulted widely with the many groups and individuals who help 

provide a variety of leisure and community activities by inviting them to take part in 

surveys.  

4.15. With this information, it has been possible to develop an overview of what they 

provide and assess the suitability of the venues they use. (See Appendix 1). 

4.16. Based on this information the Forum seeks to maintain and make best use of 

existing facilities. The objective is to draw attention to areas which need 

enhancing/improving and to show the need for development where necessary. As 

a result, land has been allocated in sustainable locations to meet the identified 

need for additional community facilities. 

4.17. This chapter seeks to ensure a viable, healthy and vibrant future for the 

developing community within the Plan area. Any future residential or commercial 

developments must contribute to new facilities where required by the use of 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Neighbourhood Development Order (NDO) 

or Specific Levy. (NPPF 17 Core principles – high quality design). 

E v i d e n c e  

4.18. We have researched the following areas using the public surveys, follow up 

interviews and GIS (for details see Appendix 2):- Evidence has also been 

collected using various research tools and sources are listed in the bibliography: 

a. Allotments  

b. Burial Grounds 

c. Churches 

d. Community Events 

e. Community Hubs 

f. Cultural Venues 

g. Footpaths and Cycle-ways 

h. Open Spaces 

i. Playgrounds 

j. Public Houses 

k. Restaurants 

l. School lettings 

m. Sports Facilities 

n. Tandridge Trust 
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o. Youth Provision 

C R 3  F o r u m  L e i s u r e  &  C o m m u n i t y  G r o u p  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

4.19. It was decided to carry out a questionnaire aimed at the many types of groups in 

the CR3 area. 

4.20. These groups cater for all ages and a wide variety of interests. Some exist in the 

form of clubs run by members, some are part of national organisations and some 

operate as businesses providing leisure activities. The objective was to gain as 

much information as possible about the numerous groups which play such an 

important part in community life in our area. We hoped to learn about how they 

operated, where they met, who they catered for, how they advertised their 

activities and how they saw their future. The results of this survey would help to 

inform our policies on leisure and community facilities in the CR3 area when 

looking ahead for the next 20 years. 

4.21. Groups were identified and placed into various categories along with name of 

group, venue, contact address, telephone number and email and any website 

details: 

a. Arts 

b. Clubs & Organisations - various 

c. Community advice  

d. Dance classes 

e. Health and Fitness 

f. Sports Clubs and Association 

g. Uniform Groups 

h. Youth 

i. Play 

j. Business Organisations 

k. Halls 

l. Church 

4.22. All groups were contacted by members of the working groups and invited to 

complete a questionnaire which was sent as an email excel attachment. Some 

follow-up meetings were arranged. Early on in the exercise it was decided to put 

the questionnaire into an online form using survey monkey as this was easier for 

groups to complete and also aided analysis of results. Any questionnaires 

completed in excel were entered onto survey monkey by working group members. 

4.23. A spreadsheet was produced to hold information about groups contacted and to 

show if responses were received from them. See Appendix 1 
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V e n u e s  u s e d  b y  g r o u p s  

4.24. There were a variety of venues and the figures for these were gained directly from 

those completing the questionnaires and by direct contact with schools and other 

probable venues. The number of venues identified was as follows: 

a. Caterham on the Hill  32 

b. Caterham Valley   17 

c. Chaldon      8 

d. Whyteleafe                6 

e. Spread sheet of venues is included as Appendix GQ1 

f. Ownership of venues was spread between local authorities, churches, private 

schools, various charitable bodies and other individual groups.  

R a n g e  &  n u m b e r  o f  u s e r s  

4.25. Some of the venues most used are covered in the Community Hub section of the 

main report e.g. Soper Hall, Douglas Brunton Centre, Caterham Community 

Centre, The Arc and Chaldon Village Hall. Many schools also have a wide range 

of users, see School Facilities section of report. It is interesting to note that the two 

state schools which have the largest number of hirers are Whyteleafe School and 

Marden Lodge School which is situated at the Whyteleafe end of the Valley. 

Whyteleafe does not have a facility which could be described as a hub. 

4.26. Queens Park has the most hirers of the pavilion in the CR3 area. 

4.27. Various church halls had a number of hirers, some affiliated to the church and 

some not. The Centenary Hall in Essendene Road belonging to the Sacred Heart 

Parish has by far the largest amount of casual hirers in the CR3 area amounting to 

162 in 2012 on top of the 6 weekly hires. 

4.28. Buildings such as scout huts may be shared across the similar organisations 

4.29. Some sports clubs are sole users of their premises if these are not owned by local 

authorities e.g. Caterham Bowls Club and Caterham and Whyteleafe Tennis Club 

and some share their privately owned facilities e.g. Old Caterhamians. 
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A c c e s s i b i l i t y  a t  v e n u e s  (data in  response to  completed 

quest ionnaires)  

4.30. Respondents who identified areas where access is difficult for those with 

disabilities: 

Yes 18.5% No 81.5% 

4.31. A walking group said that most rights of way were unsuitable for those with 

mobility problems. 

4.32. Caterham Volunteer Centre stated that volunteer drivers may not have cars with 

the capacity to take fold-up wheelchairs 

4.33. Caterham Rotary wrote that these issues would be dependent on the project and 

the people they were helping 

4.34. The Whyteleafe Tennis club said that it did not have any disabled visitors or 

players at present and the road to their club was very uneven. 

4.35. Some venues had access problems with part of their facility but only 8 groups 

raised this on the questionnaire. The following venues had some problem areas: 

4.36. Community Centre.  The rear halls can only be accessed by fairly steep stairs. 

The Community Association took advice on chair lift because of the construction 

of the stairs. 

4.37. Soper Hall. There have been improvements to this facility and further 

enhancements are planned. (See TDC/SCC IDS) 

4.38. St Lawrence’s Church. Steps to the vestry and altar  

4.39. Ridge Radio – shop Croydon Road. Rear access is very difficult for wheelchair 

users. Disabled toilet installed 

4.40. Miller Centre Studio and Bar. Access to both areas involves steps and stair 

4.41. Respondents reported access availability to the following facilities as  

a. Toilets  96.4% 

b. Kitchen  85.5% 

c. Outside area 68.7% 

d. Storage  67.5% 

e. Some Parking 79.5% 
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O t h e r  i s s u e s  

4.43. Administration of the vast majority of groups was carried out by volunteers with a 

small amount carried out by paid staff. The exception was businesses providing 

leisure activities that unsurprisingly used more paid staff. 60 % of those carrying 

out administration for groups (paid and voluntary) lived in the CR3 area. 

4.44. Transport used by staff, volunteers and users of the various groups was included 

in the questionnaires. The uses were car, bus, train, cycle, walk or other means. 

The result could be considered in conjunction with the findings of the Transport 

Working Group. The predominant means of transport used was the car in all 3 

categories. A large number of both volunteers and users walked. A sizeable 

number of users used buses. Other means of transport included motor bike, van, 

Dial-a-Ride and ESDAR Buses4you. 

4.45. The times of day the groups operated sought a break down into morning, 

afternoon and evening. Responses showed that groups were active in all periods 

with the largest being the evening. The form of activity was the main reason for the 

time it took place. For example scout and guide groups met in the early evening, 

various keep fit and dance classes operated in the day as well as evening, social 

clubs for the elderly were largely daytime and sports clubs were evenings or 

week-ends. One of the benefits of this variation in times was that venues were 

used for more hours and most for all times of day. 

4.46. The number of hours operating was broken down into less than 3 hours, 3-7hrs, 8-

14hrs, 15-21hrs, 22-28hrs, 29-35hrs, 24 hours a day, 5 days a week, and 24 

hours, 7 days a week for the purpose of the questionnaire. The largest number of 

groups operated for less than 3 hours a week and this of course reflected the 

number of groups meeting on a weekly basis. 3-7 hours was the next most 

common. Again the nature of the group/organisation played a main part in 

determining the hours it operated and also at what time of day. 

4.47. Groups were asked whether there was a cap on the hours they could operate. 37 

groups were evenly divided between restrictions on cost or availability of operating 

hours and membership capacity. Other reasons limiting their use included: 

a. Seasonal clubs – some sports 

b. Lack of leaders 

c. Lack of volunteers 

d. Membership age restriction 

e. Financial limitations 

f. School hours (applies to school facilities) 

g. Instructor/student ratio 



	

10 February 2016 Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan Page 9 of 40 	
	

4.48. The numbers of people served by the wide variety of groups and organisations 

revealed totals to be over 802,000 but these results need to be qualified. The total 

is swollen because of the number of members/users supplied by the two libraries 

who have a membership open to the whole of Surrey. This amounted to 39,000 in 

both cases. Other groups with high membership include Skaterham - 3,525 - a 

facility used by many outside the CR3 area, the Bourne Society with a 

membership of 2,000, again including a large proportion living outside CR3, 

Tandridge Trust similarly serves a wider area and has 3,500 members/users and 

the Miller Centre has 1,800 and although its theatre only seats 200, it has no cap 

on membership as a club. 

4.49. Looking at members/users’ home locations showed about 75.8% living in the CR3 

area with a sizable minority accessing these clubs/facilities from outside the 

immediate area. 

4.50. The ages involved with and served by these groups/organisations showed a full 

range and a fairly even spread with the ages divided into under 11, 11-18, 19-24, 

25-44, 45-59, 60-74 and 75+ for the purpose of collecting the relevant data. Some 

groups obviously have a target age range especially in uniform groups for children 

and clubs for older people like the Douglas Brunton Centre. Others catered for a 

full range of ages, notably church groups, libraries and Tandridge Trust. The 45-

69 age group was active in 64.4% of groups as an average and under 11s in 46% 

of groups, all other age bands falling between these two. 

4.51. Advertising of groups was done in a variety of ways and the following data was 

informed by the 86 groups which responded to this part of the questionnaire: 

a. Word of mouth  89.5% 

b. Website   75.6% 

c. Posters and leaflets 64.0% 

d. Local publications 64.0% 

e. Local newsletters  41.9% 

f. Local noticeboards 41.9% 

g. Social Media  37.2% 

h. Local shops    8.6% 

i. Other means used included libraries, doctors’ surgeries, telephone directories 

and trade magazines. 

4.52. Problems attracting leaders/volunteers and users. This question was answered by 

71 respondents and revealed a greater problem in attracting leaders and 

volunteers than in finding users/members. Problems arose in some groups when 

seeking new committee members. 
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4.53. Gender and ethnicity of leaders and users.  This question was answered by 79 

groups and showed a slightly larger number of female 89.9% to male 77.2% 

result. These responses reflect the ethnicity of the area. 

4.54. Links to wider community. This question was answered by 66 groups and 

revealed: 

a. Links with Similar groups   57.6% 

b. Links with Schools   57.6% 

c. Links with Elderly    43.9% 

d. Links with Churches   43.9% 

e. Links with Local Council   40.9% 

f. Links with Police    36.4% 

g. Links with Different types of groups   24.2% 

4.55. Use of IT and technology. Questions on this were answered by 70 groups 

4.56. A website was used by 85.7% of those who responded 

4.57. Social media was used by 47.1% of those who responded 

4.58. Using the internet as a source of information relevant to the group was 44.3% of 

respondents 

4.59. Email as a means of contacting members was commonly used 

C R 3  F o r u m  L e i s u r e  &  C o m m u n i t y  ( R e s i d e n t s ’  

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s )  

4.60. Questionnaires were circulated to all residents from Autumn 2012. Questions were 

asked relating to the various areas being investigated in preparation for the 

Neighbourhood Plan for the area. The survey had a response rate of over 10%. 

Some of the questions asked were directly related to matters being covered by 

this working group. 
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A n s w e r s  t o  Q u e s t i o n s  

4.61. Question 1 

Considering everything how would you rate Caterham, Chaldon and Whyteleafe 

(CR3) on these topics one of which was ‘Social & Community – Good services, 

facilities & culture.  

1,108 people responded to this question and rated these as: 

a. One of the best    1.4%  (  15) 

b. Above average    8.9%  (  99) 

c. Average   80.1%  (923) 

d. Below   average    0.6%  (    7) 

e. One of the worst    0.4%  (    4) 

From these results we can deduce clearly that the vast majority of those living in 

the CR3 area who responded to this question consider social/community services, 

facilities and culture to be average. 

4.62. Question 54 

Do you use the existing recreational facilities in the area? 

A list named nine suggested facilities some general and some specific and the 

option to list others not included. 

a. Restaurants were specified by  82.4% of respondents   868 

people 

b. Pubs were specified by   63.4% of respondents  668 

people 

c. Footpath network was specified by 61.1% of respondents  644 people 

d. Recreation grounds were specified by 48.7% of respondents  513 

people 

e. Miller Centre was specified by  37.1% of respondents  391 

people  

f. Bridleways were specified by  31.4% of respondents  331 

people 

g. Queens Park Pavilion was specified by 21.3% of respondents  224 

people 

h. Cycle paths were specified by  15.9% of respondents  168 

people 

i. Other Facilities were specified by      108 people 

29 respondents named either use of footpaths and green spaces and walking as 

recreational activities. The areas enjoyed included Kenley Airfield and the 

surrounding commons e.g. Coulsdon Common and Happy Valley. 11 people 
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named various parks. 7 people named golf as an activity. These three groups, 

along with several of the facilities listed on the questionnaire, are an indication of 

the importance of open spaces to the residents in the CR3 area.  

The use of libraries, Douglas Brunton Centre, East Surrey Museum and 

involvement with churches also featured in residents responses. 

A full list is included in Appendix 3 

4.63. Question 55 

Is there a need for more recreational facilities in the area? If yes, please give 

details. 

This question was answered by 886 people and skipped by 305 

On examining the suggestions for new or increased provision there were two clear 

areas where there was a large statement of support. The wish to have a cinema in 

the area was expressed by 73 respondents and facilities for youth (a mixture of 

suggestions) by 48 people. Various sports facilities were requested by 26, a 

swimming pool by 16, a bowling alley by 14 and facilities for cycling by 14 people. 

A full list is included in Appendix 3 

4.64. Arising from question 55  -  Cinema 

The lack of a cinema in the CR3 area has been the subject of much discussion 

going back well before the Neighbourhood Plan was thought of. 

Films are shown at the Miller Centre on occasions and priority bookings are 

available to members of the Miller Centre Club and Miller Centre Theatre 

Company and may be booked approximately four weeks before the screening. 

This provision does not satisfy the needs of the wider population. 

The Arc in Caterham on the Hill has a Movie Club which shows a variety of films, 

often at the suggestion of members. Again, like the Miller Centre, this does not 

cater for a wider cinema audience. 

Various plans for the development of the town centre in Caterham Valley have 

included the provision of a cinema. It would need to be close to transport links to 

make it sustainable to a wider catchment area 

It is also considered that a cinema should assist the development of the evening 

economy and local regeneration. It should also be integrated into town centres in 

such a manner that it enhances pedestrian use of the town. 
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The CR3 area has a population of 26725 people, according to the 2013 census, 

and rising which would make having a cinema sustainable. Neighbouring Oxted 

has a thriving cinema with a population less than half that size at just over 12,500. 

F a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  a t t r a c t  u s e r s  o f  a l l  a g e s  

4.65. The provision of a cinema as described above would of course be of interest to 

younger members of our community, either going with friends or with their family. 

Adults of all ages would also enjoy visiting the cinema which could screen a wide 

variety of films and at different times of the day during weekends and school 

holidays. 

4.66. Swimming is an activity which appeals to all ages. The shortage of hours where a 

pool is available for use as described in the section on Tandridge Trust is also 

something that needs to be addressed. 

4.67. A bowling alley although not having the wide demographic appeal of a cinema is 

something that would appeal to the young and to families. 

4.68. Requests for more sports facilities and leisure centres, including all weather 

surfaces, were made with the need for something in the Valley. Facilities for 

cycling were also requested as were venues for music  and for dancing 

P o l i c i e s  

4.69. Further information on all these can be found in Appendix 2 

A l l o t m e n t s  

4.70. In March 2010 the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLCG) 

published ‘A PLACE TO GROW’ to help local authorities minimise the length of time 

an individual has to wait before getting an allotment plot. 

4.71. In March 2012, Andrew Stunell at DCLG stated that the Government recognised 

that allotments are valuable green spaces and community assets providing people 

with the opportunity to grow their own produce as part of a long term promotion of 

environmental sustainability, health and well-being, community cohesion and 

social inclusion. 

4.72. Other than specific allotment legislation – e.g. section 23 of the Small Holdings and 

Allotments Act 1908, - the planning system also plays a role.  NPPF has of course 

replaced PPG but under PPG17 Planning for Open Space, it states that local 

authorities should make robust assessments of the existing and future needs of 

their communities for all open spaces of public value. 

4.73. In May 2011 the DCLG argued that Neighbourhood Planning could lead to more 

allotments under the Localism Act. Planning Minister, Greg Clark, announced that 
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new community powers giving people the rights to shape development in their 

neighbourhoods could provide “a bumper crop” of allotments.  “People who get 

behind neighbourhood planning and develop a plan have real powers to create 

more plots for the whole community to enjoy”. The National Allotment Society 

reports (August 2015) that an average of 52 people were waiting for every 100 

plots. Waiting times vary but in some areas around London people wait over 10 

years. 

4.74. There are significant environmental benefits from the use of allotments including 

the reduction of carbon emissions. It is estimated that the 300,000 allotments in 

England and Wales are capable of producing more than 240,000 tons of food. The 

same amount of imported produce is the equivalent of 116 journeys of 40 ton 

lorries each week. 

4.75. The following information on allotment sites was obtained from the TDC website 

and from visits to the sites. 

4.76. In the CR3 area there are 4 areas of allotments, 3 are in Caterham on the Hill and 

1 in Whyteleafe. There a no plots in Caterham Valley or Chaldon. The current 

combined total of plots is 178.  All areas have a waiting list. 

POLICY LC 01 - ALLOTMENTS 

Intent:  To provide allotments in areas in CR3 where they are needed with 

the option of using green belt, common land or agricultural sites.  

To retain existing sites in Caterham on The Hill and Whyteleafe  

Justi f ication: There is no provision of allotments in Caterham Valley and demand 

for increased provision in Whyteleafe. 

There is a predicted increase in the number of flats especially in 

these two areas. 

Public demand in the UK Local Green Space NPPF Para 77 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 1  -  A L L O T M E N T S  

The Neighbourhood Plan will support the provision of allotments whether by using land 

currently owned by local authorities or in the form of community allotments as a part of 

any future development in excess of 0.4 hectares subject to the provision of adequate off 

street parking and no serious loss of amenity to neighbouring areas. 

Development of existing allotments should be prohibited unless suitable alternative 

arrangements of equal number and convenience can be provided on an alternative site 

prior to the start of any redevelopment. 
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4.77. Recent years have brought the loss of houses on larger plots, those being 

replaced by houses with small gardens and a large number of flats. Chaldon has 

not experienced this to the extent that Whyteleafe and Valley Ward have. These 

two areas have the largest increase in flats and have only one allotment site of 30 

plots between them. It is also noted that Whyteleafe is likely to have the largest 

number of new dwellings in the CR3 area and Tandridge in the next 15 years. 

Many residents in these areas are denied the multiple benefits of allotments as 

described by DCLG.  

B u r i a l  G r o u n d s  i n  t h e  C R 3  a r e a  

4.78. The most recent central government document was published in 2007 and titled 

Burial Law and Policy in the 21st Century. The Way Forward and it was a response 

to a consultation carried out earlier by the Home Office. Respondents were 

generally in favour of a duty on local authorities to ensure adequate provision of 

burial facilities within a mixed economy. The government of the time, although 

understanding the reasons for people favouring this duty to provide burial 

facilities, stated that this could have significant practical and resource implications. 

The government favoured a mixture of public and private sector including the 

Churches and other faiths providing these facilities. 

4.79. In September 2013 a survey carried out by the BBC revealed that almost half of 

England’s cemeteries could run out of space within the next 20 years. Of 

significance to residents of the CR3 area it was also confirmed that Tandridge 

District Council had no space remaining in its facility, a statistic confirmed on the 

TDC website 

4.80. The largest burial ground in the CR3 area is the one owned and managed by 

Tandridge District Council. It is situated on land to the rear of St Mary’s Church in 

Caterham on the Hill.  This facility is now full for burials other than the re-opening 

of graves for further internments in those originally dug to facilitate this. There are 

cremation plots still available. There are a number of church cemeteries but they 

are basically full.  

4.81. In the TDC Infrastructure Delivery Schedule 2012 - 7.31 noted that discussions 

had been held with the Council’s Director of Community Services on whether 

there was scope to fund a new cemetery through CIL. It also stated that the 

Council had identified an area of land close to the existing cemetery that might be 

suitable for an extension. Unfortunately this land is currently not available. 

4.82. The nearest available facilities to the CR3 area now are: 

a. All Saints Church Warlingham – for parishioners only. 
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b. A Croydon Council cemetery owned and run by them and situated in 

Chelsham. Fees for burial plots here are more expensive for non-Croydon 

residents 

c. Oxted Parish Council own and run one which is more expensive for non  

Oxted residents 

d. Godstone Parish Council own and run one which is more expensive for non 

Godstone residents 

4.83. The nearest crematoria are in Croydon and Worth Sussex. 

4.84. The following areas had been identified as possible sites for cemeteries, burial 

sites and crematoria:- 

a. Land adjacent to current TDC burial ground at Caterham on the Hill. Current 

owner National Health Service .This land is currently not available. 

b. Land adjacent to Kenley Airfield consisting of Grade 11 Listed Building and 

16 acres of land could be considered for a burial ground as a suitable use, it 

being both part of a Conservation Area and Greenbelt. Current owners are 

Croydon and District Educational Trust. (Planning permission has recently 

been granted for a school  on a part of this site- 2015). 

c. Land adjacent to the A22 on East side of dual carriageway. Current owner 

would like to lease it for this purpose. 

POLICY LC 02 - BURIAL GROUNDS 

Intent:  To provide a new burial ground with the option of using green belt, 

common land, agricultural sites or AONB sites. 

Justi f ication: There is no burial space available to the general public in the CR3 

area and the wider Tandridge area. 

Local Green Space NPPF Para 77 

 

 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 2  -  B U R I A L  G R O U N D S  

The N Plan will support applications for the provision of both traditional consecrated, 

green/woodland burial sites and crematoria by either the local authority or private 

providers. This is considered an acceptable use of green belt land, strategic open space, 

green corridors and AONB. 

This would be subject to the provision of adequate off street parking and no serious loss 

of amenity to neighbouring areas. CIL money could be used to enable the local authority 

to provide this facility. 
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C h u r c h e s  i n  C R 3  

4.85. This information has been compiled 

using the results of public questionnaires 

and the churches’ websites. 

4.86. Many of the churches in the area 

use their premises to enhance community 

leisure provision; some hold concerts in the 

church building itself as at St Johns and the 

United Reformed Church, others hire out 

meeting rooms for group activities such as 

Art groups and Brownies. All of the churches 

are seeking to expand their congregations 

and community outreach. Most offer some 

sort of provision for young people in the form 

of mothers and toddlers groups, Sunday 

schools and Youth groups like Pulse at St 

Mary’s. 

4.87.  Churches are often in prime locations in the townscape and contribute to the 

identity and visual amenity of the area. Three churches in Caterham on the Hill 

Parish, one in Whyteleafe and one in 

Chaldon are listed by English 

Heritage.  

4.88. In addition to the contribution which 

the churches make to the cultural 

richness of the area, many also 

contribute environmental benefits 

where cemeteries are attached to 

churches. A good example of this is 

St Mary’s which has its own wild life area. Land around churches provides green 

corridors for plants and wildlife. The ancient church of St Lawrence, a Grade 1 

listed building, has a wildflower meadow in the pocket park alongside it which is 

used by volunteers to serve teas to the community, at the same time adding to the 

church funds Volunteers are frequently involved in the upkeep of these green 

space. 

4.89. Church congregations are often very active in fundraising to improve their 

facilities, a new vestry for example was recently added to St Peter and St Paul, 

Chaldon – another Grade 1 listed building - largely through the efforts of the local 

Figure	1	St	Lawrence's	Church,	Caterham-on-the-Hill 

Figure	2	Mural,	St	Peter	&	Paul	Church,	Chaldon 
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Figure	3	'Skaterham'	in	former	Barracks	Chapel,	
Caterham 

community. Congregations remain very small however in relation to the expense 

of maintaining buildings which are often listed monuments. 

4.90. Churches are large buildings and capable of many uses. Throughout the country, 

they are seeking to maximise the use 

of buildings to generate income and to 

widen leisure options for the 

community. Closer liaison between the 

churches and other leisure providers in 

the CR3 area might be profitable. A 

very successful example of this is 

Skaterham, a skateboarding facility 

(See Appendix 2). This is based in the 

Guards Barracks church on Caterham 

Hill which was no longer being used 

for church purposes. This church is 

also a Grade 2 listed building. 

4.91. St Luke’s Church, Whyteleafe plans to 

restructure the interior of the Church in 

order to create a space where the Community can 

come together and to put the story of Whyteleafe and 

its connections with the Battle of Britain at its heart. 

POLICY LC 03 TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE CHURCHES 

Intent: To maintain and improve existing churches and their associated 

buildings to enhance their value to the community. 

Justi f ication: There has been a loss of church buildings in this area. These 

buildings are on large, central sites which could add value to the 

community. 

 

C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s  

4.92. There are a number of events which take place annually in the CR3 area, many of 

which have been established for many years. All these events are organised by 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 3  -  T O  M A I N T A I N  A N D  I M P R O V E  

C H U R C H E S  

The N Plan will resist the demolition of churches for residential use and support the 

development of the premises for community purposes. It will support change of use and 

the extending of premises subject to compliance with other policies in the N Plan. 
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groups made up volunteers mostly from Caterham, Chaldon and Whyteleafe and 

they attract support from well outside the immediate area as their reputation for 

enjoyment for all ages has spread to surrounding towns. 

C o m m u n i t y  H u b s  

4.93. The information on these hubs was obtained by an exchange of emails, telephone 

conversations and visiting the facilities. 

4.94. For the purpose of this report ‘Community Hubs’ defines buildings which are used 

for a variety of community activities, being owned by local authorities, charitable 

trusts or in some cases churches. 

4.95. The preferred features sought in a ‘Community Hub’ are indicated in the Table 

below at two levels:  for an Area Hub and for a Local Hub – in all cases there 

should be included the essential facilities of Digital Access; Kitchen; Toilets and 

storage space. 

PREFERRED FEATURES OF COMMUNITY HUBS 

For an Area Hub.  For a Local Hub. 

A large multi-functional room 

for at least 200 people. 

A multi-functional room for 

100 people or more. 

A committee room 

Kitchen 

Toilets 

Storage 

Disabled access and facilities 

A committee room 

Kitchen 

Toilets 

Storage 

Disabled access and facilities 

Cafe and meeting place open 

into the evening and at 

weekends. 

..................... 

A digital cinema. ..................... 

A sports facility. ...................... 

Access to public transport. Access to public transport 

Proximity to the centre of town.  Proximity to the centre of 

town.  

A sense of civic presence.  A sense of civic presence. 
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4.96. The following paragraphs review particular existing locations: 

4.97. Soper Hall  - CR3 6HY Harestone Valley Road Caterham Valley. 

This 102 year old, former council offices has been operated by the council as a 

community centre, with two halls for hire and rented offices, since 1987 when the 

council relocated to Oxted. 

It was acquired by Soper Hall Community Centre Ltd (SHCCLtd), a company 

limited by guarantee and a registered charity via asset transfer from Tandridge 

District Council on May 25th 2012. This facility 

still provides offices for various organisations, 

regular hirings to groups and organisations 

and is used as a venue for numerous one off 

events. It is the only Community Centre in 

Caterham Valley Parish. 

TDC Infrastructure Delivery Schedule (IDS) 

includes   

a. The redevelopment of the Hall including 

a rear extension –because of increased 

demand for a community hub 

b. Provision of leisure facilities within Soper 

Hall – because of increased demand as 

population grows. 

c. Relocation of the Caterham Valley library 

into the Hall- achieving co-location with 

other community facilities and freeing up the existing library site for 

development. 

4.98. Caterham Community Centre - CR3 5UE High Street Caterham on the Hill 

This building is owned by Tandridge District Council and managed by the 

Caterham Community Association. The main hall was built in 1957 with money 

jointly raised by Caterham and Warlingham Urban District Council, Surrey County 

Council and public subscription. The rear halls were added in 1963. The halls are 

in use every week day and Saturdays during term times and for fewer hours of the 

day during school holidays, when they are still used for 4 days during the week. 

There are a number of casual hires for all halls throughout the year. 

  

Figure	4	Soper	Hall,	Caterham	Valley 



	

10 February 2016 Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan Page 21 of 40 	
	

4.99. The Arc - CR3 5XY Weston Drive Caterham on the Hill 

The Arc is owned and run by Caterham Barracks Community Trust. It is a large 

arts and recreation centre situated on the re developed Caterham Barracks. It 

offers a wide range of activities for adults and children of all ages. It has a café, 

large soft play area, gallery, performance area for music, theatre and dance and 

has a workshop studio for various uses. 

All the spaces in the Arc are multiuse and can be hired and used for a variety of 

purposes. In the first half of 2013 there were 49 classes a week running 

throughout the building. 

It has a contract with SCC to provide stimulus and inspiration for learning disabled 

and physically disabled adults living in the CR3 area. The Arc also works with 

special needs schools and provides workshops for another 40 schools. 

4.100. Chaldon Vil lage Hall  - CR3 5BN Rook Lane Chaldon 

This facility is managed as a non-profit making organisation by the Chaldon 

Village Hall Trustees. It was built in 1922 as a memorial to those who fell in the 

1914-1918 war. The hall has had various updates over the years, and has recently 

been modernised. The money to carry this out has been raised largely from the 

local community. 

The hall is currently used to its maximum capacity, including a pre-school 5 days a 

week. 

4.101. Douglas Brunton Centre - CR3 5TA Park Road Caterham on the Hill (DBC) 

This centre is owned by Tandridge District Council and is run by a management 

committee. It was built in 1985 and it was originally a facility for the over 55’s but 

the majority of clients now are between 70 and 100 years. DBC has a membership 

of 350 and plays an important part in the community. This is the only facility in the 

CR3 area targeted at this age group. Its members are aged from 55 to over 100 

Years. 

The Meals on Wheels service and the East Surrey Dial a Ride service operate 

from here. Caterham and Warlingham Age Concern are based here as is the 

Tandridge Wellbeing Centre. They provide many services for an ageing 

population. Facilities of the centre are available for hire by other groups during out 

of centre opening hours and the large hall is also used for private functions such 

as wedding receptions and for AGMs etc. of local organisations. The “Men in 

Sheds” project is based here and those involved have recently formed strong links 

with the local primary school. Various activities for a variety of age groups could 

add to the viability of the Centre enabling it to provide some of the functions of a 

Community Hub 
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4.102. Whyteleafe 

The village of Whyteleafe does not currently have premises available for use as a 

community hub. Its population has increased and it is anticipated to increase by 

more than any other area in CR3 and Tandridge. 

 

POLICY LC 04  COMMUNITY HUBS 

Intent:  To ensure the provision of one Community Hub in each parish which 

caters for all age groups across the current and future population. 

Justi f ication: The population in all four parishes is predicted to increase. 

There is a lack of adequate rooms for various community uses in 

Caterham Valley and Whyteleafe. 

Public questionnaires support this need. 

See NPPF section 8 

 

POLICY LC 05 COMMUNITY ASSETS FOR THE FUTURE  

Intent:  To ensure that any future development or major redevelopment of a 

town centre will include a Community Asset/Facility which could act 

as a Community Hub. 

Justi f ication The population in all four parishes is predicted to increase. 

This is supported by public consultation. 

There are few facilities of sufficient size to accommodate a large 

community activity. 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 4  -  C O M M U N I T Y  H U B S  

The. N Plan will resist change of use of existing Community Hubs away from D1, D2 and 

Theatres and seek the retention and development of Community Hubs in each of the four 

parishes. It will support the establishment of a Community Hub in Whyteleafe and will 

encourage the development of a social venue such as a Farm Shop within Chaldon 

village. 
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There is no such facility in the Whyteleafe Parish.  

 

A r t s  a n d  C u l t u r e  

4.103. The cultural life of the CR3 area is far more diverse and active than would first 

appear and makes considerable use of the often limited and non-specialist 

premises available.  Some of this activity is spread through an open structure of 

special interest societies, most of which have run independently for many years, 

alongside other broader-based groups such as U3A. The other key providers are 

specific centres such as churches and community centres which run many cultural 

activities as part of their broader remit to serve both their members and the wider 

community. 

L i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  C R 3  a r e a  

4.104. There are two libraries in the CR3 area, one is Stafford Road in the Valley (CR3 

6JG  Caterham Valley) and a smaller one in Westway(CR3 5TP Caterham on the 

Hill). Membership of these libraries forms part of the Surrey County Council 

network and as such each has a total membership of 39,000. Both these libraries 

play an important role in the community and promote and provide activities for all 

ages throughout the year. The Westway library is used for Caterham on the Hill 

Parish Council meetings and monthly surgeries for Parish, District and County 

Councillors to meet with the public. It is also used for elections. 

4.105. The 2012 Draft TDC and SCC document Infrastructure Delivery Schedule (IDS) 

states in its section on libraries: 

The County Council has identified the need for a larger library in Caterham on 

the Hill. The library is currently 158sqm and to adequately serve the 

surrounding population should be 255sqm. This shortfall is exacerbated by 

population growth. It is calculated that it would cost nearly £95,000 for the 

additional provision. 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 5  -  C O M M U N I T Y  A S S E T S  F O R  T H E  

F U T U R E  

The N Plan will require that any future development or redevelopment of town centre sites 

will include a Community Asset/ Facility such as a cinema, restaurant or a multi-functional 

space of sufficient size to accommodate a public gathering of 100/200 people - using CIL 

money as a  community financial contribution. 
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SCC has indicated a desire to relocate the Valley library to the Soper Hall. It 

is estimated that this project would cost about £1million and be funded by the 

capital receipt from the disposal of the existing site in Stafford Road 

POLICY LC 06  LIBRARIES 

Intent: To maximise the use of both the Hill and Valley libraries as social and 

educational venues. 

To keep both libraries in the SCC network. 

Justi f ication: Museum, Libraries and Archives (MLA) recommends a standard of 30 

sq.m. library space per 1000 population. On this basis it has been 

agreed that Caterham Hill library needs to be extended to meet the 

current and future needs of the population.  

Libraries throughout the UK have been under threat of closure in 

recent times.  This is less likely to happen when they are also used 

for educational and social activities. 

 

F o o t p a t h s ,  B r i d l e w a y s  a n d  C y c l e  P a t h s  

4.106. This area is geographically attractive. It is part of the North Downs, the Surrey 

Hills and a recognised “Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty” (AONB) It is 

approximately twenty miles from London and easily accessible by bus and train. 

There is a network of footpaths, bridleways and cycle tracks in this area. There is 

also equestrian activity associated with the stables and livery buildings in the area. 

4.107. Both Chaldon and Caterham Valley parishes have well known and popular 

walking and cycling routes along their southern edges e.g. Pilgrims Way, North 

Downs Way  

P O L I C Y  L C 0 6  -  L I B R A R I E S  

The N Plan will support the development of both libraries to meet various social and 

educational needs of the current and future population It will encourage and support the 

diversification and flexible use of the buildings, the extension of and shared use of such 

buildings e.g. for the introduction of a small cafe.  

Development of existing library sites should be prohibited unless suitable alternative 

arrangements of equal size and convenience can be provided on an alternative site prior 

to the start of any redevelopment. 
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4.108. The four parishes are surrounded 

by Coulsdon Common, Farthing 

Down, Happy Valley and the 

Surrey Hills. These adjacent 

Open Spaces are owned and 

maintained by the City of London 

and the London Borough of 

Croydon. As such it is presumed 

they will be protected for the use 

of the public in the foreseeable 

future. The SCC publication Joint 

Strategic Needs Assessment 

2013 (JSNA) states that “life style 

has a huge impact on whether 

someone develops long term 

health problems. We need to 

support and help people of all ages to adopt healthy lifestyles”. By protecting and 

maintaining these footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths we will be providing 

opportunities for good lifestyle choices, which in turn, could have a decisive 

influence on the health of 

future generations.	 

4.109. Caterham on the Hill is 

unusual in that it has an 

ancient network of footpaths 

linking areas of the original 

village. These are ideal for 

people with pushchairs and 

mobility scooters but not all 

are accessible to them 

because of restrictive 

barriers at each end of some 

paths and occasional 

overgrown hedges. Their 

use should be encouraged 

because walking in a safe 

area is a healthier option 

and reduces congestion and 

parking problems. 

4.110. For further details see Appendix 2 and Urban Design and Transport reports. 

Figure	5	Chaldon	footpaths	&	bridleways 
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POLICY LC 07  FOOTPATHS 

Intent: To maintain and improve Public Rights Of Way. (PROW) 

Justi f ication: Both urban alleyways and rural footpaths are much used and valued. 

Use of these reduces pollution but there are access problems for 

wheelchairs, motorised scooters and infant buggies. 

NPPF P ARAS 69 /75 /156/162 

 

O p e n  S p a c e s  

4.111. This information has been compiled using the TDC website and by site visits. 

4.112. It is apparent that the most used “Open Spaces” also contain facilities for activities 

such as football or tennis or contain a children’s playground. There are also “Open 

Spaces” which encourage walking and cycling and these are usually well sign-

posted. 

4.113. Although there appears to be a good variety of “Open Spaces” there are important 

gaps in provision.  

4.114. The “Open Spaces” are not evenly spread throughout the four parishes.  

4.115. Whyteleafe and Caterham Valley have far fewer designated areas.  

4.116. Both Toilets and Parking are badly needed in most of the “Open Spaces” and are 

frequently mentioned by the public as lacking. There are existing inadequate car 

parks which are well used e.g. the Dene Hospital, which could be extended by 

building an upper tier (see Upper Warlingham Station). 

4.117. Another recognised gap is the lack of fox-proof litter bins. 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 7  -  F O O T P A T H S  

PROWs situated in areas for which development is proposed must be maintained and 

improved. Any refurbishment of existing PROWs by local authorities should include 

removal of barriers where appropriate. 

Any works carried out on rural PROWs should make these walks suitable for those with 

mobility problems or pushchairs unless there are convincing reasons not to do so. Where 

possible the opportunity should be taken to create new PROWs. It is the responsibility of 

the developer to arrange for the future maintenance of any PROWs within a scheme and 

to provide evidence of the arrangements to the local planning authority. 
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4.118. There should be more signs drawing the 

public’s attention to the need to dispose of 

dog faeces appropriately. 

4.119. In the publication by SCC (Joint Strategic 

Needs Assessment JSNA 2013) they 

highlight the key assets needed ” to support 

and encourage people to improve their 

health and well-being” and the range of 

assets within Surrey that can help meet 

these needs includes the physical 

environment. 

4.120. Throughout CR3 we have areas of open 

spaces such as Village greens, Glebe land, Westway Common in Caterham on 

the Hill, Six Brothers field in Chaldon, and Conservation areas in Caterham Valley 

which are a valued community asset. 

POLICY LC 08 MAINTAIN AND ENCOURAGE THE USE OF 

OPEN SPACES 

Intent: To maintain existing and future designated open spaces and 

community playgrounds for the use of all sectors of the community 

and ensure unrestricted access. 

Justi f ication: Green open spaces are of increasing importance as much of the CR3 

area has seen increased development. This new development 

consists of flats and houses with much smaller gardens or no garden 

at all. Open spaces and community playgrounds along with green 

corridors are vital to maintain the quality of life for residents in an ever 

more densely populated environment. 

Support from Royal Horticultural Society 

NPPF P ARAS 69-78/156-17/162/171.  H TTP/P LANNING 

G UIDE/  P LANNING PORTAL.GOV.UK 

 

Figure	6	Viewpoint,	Church	Hill,	Caterham 
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POLICY LC 09 PARKING FACILITIES IN OPEN SPACES 

Intent: To address the need for parking facilities in areas of open space 

which are heavily used by the public, e.g. playgrounds, parks. Parking 

in designated green areas must have regard to the surrounding 

landscape and show a sympathetic use of materials. See Urban 

Design Report. 

Justi f ication: Public consultation shows a demand for this.. 

 

POLICY LC 10 PUBLIC TOILETS 

Intent: To provide more public toilets 

Justi f ication: There is a lack of public toilets in the town centres and well 

frequented parks. 

Public consultation shows a demand for this. 

 

 

 

 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 8  -  M A I N T A I N  A N D  E N C O U R A G E  T H E  

U S E  O F  O P E N  S P A C E S  

The N Plan will retain areas such as public parks, community playgrounds, common land 

and village greens as green, open spaces and protect them from any inappropriate 

development.  

All green corridors within the urban environment, such as grass verges, hedges and tree 

lines should also be maintained in a way which safeguards and improves bio-diversity. 

New developments should incorporate green spaces within their design relevant to their 

size (See Urban Design report) and should seek to integrate green and wildlife corridors 

crossing the proposed development site. 

P O L I C Y  L C 0 9  -  P A R K I N G  F A C I L I T I E S  I N  O P E N  

S P A C E S  

Proposals to improve the parking facilities will be supported providing they are compliant 

with other policies in the N Plan 
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POLICY LC 11   THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN THE 
AREA 

Intent: To encourage tourism by increasing access to the surrounding open 

spaces and countryside by providing more cycle routes, bridleways 

and signed footpaths and increasing the advertising of these 

opportunities. 

Justi f ication: This would provide local employment opportunities.JSNA 2013; 

Sport England;Olympic Legacy;  

DC Media Studies;  

expanding population;  

NPPF Paras 70/73-4/156-7/162/171. 

 

P l a y g r o u n d s  

4.121. Information on playgrounds was obtained from the TDC web site and by visiting 

facilities. 

P O L I C Y  L C 1 0  -  P U B L I C  T O I L E T S  

Any redevelopment of shopping areas over 300 sq. m. must incorporate 

public toilet provision. Any refurbishment of park buildings must 

incorporate toilet facilities accessible from outside the building. Any new 

development with a social use must provide toilets accessible to the 

public. 

P O L I C Y  L C 1 1  -  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T O U R I S M  

I N  T H E  A R E A  

The. N Plan will support and encourage increased access to the countryside by improved 

signage of routes and by increased advertising.  The N Plan will support and encourage 

the maintenance of existing and the development of new cross-country cycle routes, 

bridleways and footpaths. 
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4.122. In recent years there has been an increasing recognition of the importance of play 

in children’s lives and the responsibility of government and other public bodies in 

creating opportunities and spaces for children to play. From 2006 district local 

authorities were encouraged to develop play strategies. From 2009 a National 

Indicator Set included a new Indicator NI199. This measures the satisfaction of 

children and young people with their local parks. Play England produced 

information about how play contributes to the National Indicator Set.  Children’s 

playgrounds are an important part of these provisions. 

4.123. The CR3 area has 8 children’s playgrounds: 

4.124. Caterham on the Hill has 3: 

a. 1 owned and managed by TDC which was refurbished in 2014. 

b. 1 jointly owned by TDC and Play-safely, who have raised money in the past 

to develop the playground in Queens Park. 

c. 1 in the Barracks and run by Caterham Community Barracks Trust (CCBT). 

4.125. Caterham 

Valley has 4 

owned and 

managed by 

TDC. The 

Timber Hill 

site was 

refurbished 

during 2015 

as a result of 

joint funding by TDC, Caterham Valley PC, local business and section 106 

funding. 

4.126. Whyteleafe has 1 owned and managed by TDC. 

4.127. Chaldon does not have a children’s playground. 

4.128. These playgrounds vary in their condition and variety of equipment, some having 

been improved over a number of years. 

4.129. The TDC Infrastructure Delivery Schedule (IDS) includes upgrading of all 

play/activity areas –because of high levels of use as population grows. 

4.130. Policy on Playgrounds is included in Open Spaces Policy (LC7) 

P u b l i c  H o u s e s  

4.131. There are 11 public houses in the CR3 area. One of those on Caterham Hill is a 

listed building (see English Heritage list). 

Figure	7	Timber	Hill	play	area,	Caterham 
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4.142. Pubs perform an important role in the 

community providing social hubs. 

They can contribute to the general 

security of an area by increasing 

footfall and employment 

opportunities. 

POLICY LC 12  PUBLIC 

HOUSES 

Intent:  To increase the 

viability of all 

public houses 

within the CR3 

area by 

encouraging 

them to 

diversify. 

Justi f ication: Pubs which 

diversify 

perform an 

important role in the community providing social hubs. 

They can contribute to the general security of an area by 

increasing footfall and employment opportunities. 

 

R e s t a u r a n t s  &  E a t e r i e s  i n  C R 3  

4.143. Information on restaurants, cafes and takeaways in the area surveyed has been 

obtained through various web sites and also from some locations in person. In the 

questionnaire, 82.3% of people cited restaurants as one of their leisure activities 

4.144. Three of the four parishes, (see table below) have all categories of eateries within 

their boundaries:- restaurants, cafes and takeaways. Chaldon however does not 

4.132. Area 4.133. Pubs 

4.134. Caterham 

Hill 
4.135. 7 

4.136. Caterham 

Valley 
4.137. 2 

4.138. Chaldon 4.139. 1 

4.140. Whyteleafe  4.141. 1 

Figure	8	The	King	&	Queen	(listed	building),	Caterham-on-the-Hill 

P O L I C Y  L C 1 2  -  P U B L I C  H O U S E S  

The N Plan supports and encourages diversification of the existing variety of public 

houses in all four parishes and will support applications for enlargement, subject to 

constraints of other policies within the plan. 
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have any such facilities within the parish.  Caterham Valley has the highest 

concentration, as well as the broadest cuisine of eateries from which to choose. 

4.145. In recent years there has been an increase in cafes in the area which have 

become popular meeting places but these do not stay open beyond 6pm and are 

frequently closed at weekends. There are few informal restaurants for young 

people to be able to afford or comfortably frequent beyond usual shopping hours 

and without parents. 

 

S c h o o l  L e t t i n g s  

4.146. All information is obtained from conversations with individual schools. 

4.147. In the CR3 area there are a number of schools, secondary and primary, state run 

and privately run.  

4.148. Caterham on the Hill has 1 secondary school, 4 primary schools (1 being private) 

and 2 special needs schools. 

4.149. Caterham Valley has 1 private school for ages 3 to 18 and 2 primary schools. 

4.150. Chaldon has 1 primary school and 1 private preparatory school. 

4.151. Whyteleafe has one primary school.  

4.152. A majority of these schools hire out their facilities for use by the wider community. 

In some schools there is extensive and varied community use and in others a 

more limited range. A wide range of facilities are made available notably 

swimming pools which are hired out to schools which do not have one and to 

clubs which teach swimming mainly to children. Money resulting from this, assists 

schools in maintaining this facility, especially in state primary schools. School halls 

Area 
Restaurant

s 

Cafe

s 

Take-

Away

s 

Caterham 

Hil l  

4 3 9 

Caterham 

Valley 

6 10 7 

Chaldon 0 0 0 

Whyteleaf

e  

3 2 2 
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are also often hired out to various clubs and organisations. School fields are also 

often available.  

4.153. What is beyond doubt is that these facilities contribute to leisure activities for 

residents of all ages and of course also provide a source of income for those 

schools. St John’s C of E Primary school has expressed a desire to increase the 

use of its facilities by the wider community 

POLICY LC 13  WIDER USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

Intent:  To maximise the use of school facilities out of school hours. 

Justi f ication: Many schools make their facilities available for community use 

providing a resource for the community and adding to school 

funds. This is an important resource for a growing population 

especially where there is a shortage of alternative facilities as in 

the Whyteleafe Parish. 

 

S p o r t s  F a c i l i t i e s  

4.154. This information has been compiled using TDC website and the results of the 

public questionnaires. 

4.155. There is a predicted increase in the population of the area which will result in 

increased demand for sports facilities. This needs to be addressed by either the 

public or private sector. 

4.156. A large variety of sports facilities are catered for in this area including football, 

rugby, tennis, golf, riding, croquet, bowls, swimming and cricket. These sports are 

spread throughout the area. Some of them have good facilities and are thriving. 

Many of these are well maintained but there are some obvious gaps in provision 

which need addressing. For example there is no indoor or outdoor cycling 

provision. There is no dedicated Leisure Centre. Whyteleafe Football club has the 

only Astro turf in the area. There is no indoor sports facility in Caterham Valley, 

P O L I C Y  L C 1 3  -  W I D E R  U S E  O F  S C H O O L  

F A C I L I T I E S  

Applications by schools to widen the use of their facilities will be supported subject to 

compliance with the other requirements of the Plan in respect of parking, traffic 

management and neighbourhood noise. (See Education Report.). 



	

10 February 2016 Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan Page 34 of 40 	
	

Whyteleafe or Chaldon. The surrounding hills provide opportunities for a ski slope. 

Temporary skating rinks could be made available. 

4.157. The shortfalls in provision tend to be parking and toilet/cloakroom facilities. The 

lack of these does not encourage the clubs to thrive or attract new members. 

Sometimes there could be simple solutions such as encouraging the sharing of 

good facilities. This would make such facilities more valuable and make it easier to 

justify up-grading them. 

4.158. The lack of public awareness about these many clubs is another issue which 

could easily be addressed. (Aspiration LCA 4) 

4.159. The TDC  Infrastructure Delivery Schedule (IDS) includes the following: 

a. Multi use sports hall Caterham on the Hill – 2 courts (18x17) area = 510sqm – 

b. Multi use games area (MUGA) Caterham on the Hill – 40x18 Polymeric 

Surfaced, Fenced, Sports - due to increased demand for leisure facilities as 

population grows 

c. Studio Facility in Whyteleafe due to increased demand as population grows 

4.160. Tandridge Trust also suggest an additional facility in the Valley to include a small 

gym/spa and community meeting room, with possible sites being Soper Hall and 

Rose and Young.  

4.161. The existing buildings in the Whyteleafe Recreation Ground need to be improved 

so as to make them more accessible to the residents and park users of 

Whyteleafe. 

POLICY LC 14 SPORTS FACILITIES 

Intent:  To provide full access to sports facilities.. 

Justi f ication: See JSNA 2013, “Sport England”, Olympic Legacy, NPPF, D C Media 

Studies. 

Expanding population 

NPPF P ARAS 70 /73-4 /156-157/162/171 

 

P O L I C Y  L C 1 4  -  S P O R T S  F A C I L I T I E S  

Applications to build a purpose built sports facility will be supported subject to it fulfilling 

the needs of an expanding population, providing access to all users and located in the 

area of greatest need, - proposed locations are Caterham Valley or Whyteleafe. It must 

ensure that it is available to be used for as wide a range of sports as possible. 
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T a n d r i d g e  T r u s t  

4.162. Tandridge Trust, Leisure & Culture Limited (formerly Tandridge Leisure Limited) is 

a not-for-profit social enterprise which was set up to provide leisure, cultural and 

sporting opportunities for communities. The registered address is Tandridge 

Leisure Centre, Hoskins Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9HT, and the FSA registered 

number is 29100R. 
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Y o u t h  P r o v i s i o n  

4.163. The range of activities open to young people in the area is extensive. Some 

facilities are specifically aimed at this age group such as the drop in centre at 

Street in Caterham Valley, Church youth groups, Skaterham, Youth theatre 

groups and the various uniformed organisations. Young people also benefit from 

the many all-age facilities for swimming and other 

sports and cultural venues. 

4.164. Residents highlighted the need for a cinema and 

more youth provision in the public questionnaire. 

The expected uplift in the population will improve the 

viability of building a cinema facility in the CR3 area 

and this could be developed in a way which would 

benefit young as well as older residents. 

4.165. With the growth of technology many spend leisure 

time with computer games and social networking. 

4.166. With regard to the plea for more specific youth 

provision, it should be noted that several youth facilities planned with young 

people have been set up in the area over the last 3 or 4 years (The Youth Club at 

the Community Centre on the Hill, the CR3 soldiers and Chaldon Youth) and 

many of these have folded now because of lack of continuing youth support. The 

sustainability of enterprises such as Skaterham which functions as an innovative 

purpose-built space, results from their focus on one main activity and above all 

affordability. (Aspiration LCA 6) 

  

Figure	9	Street	Youth	Centre,	Caterham	Valley 
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Figure	10	Douglas	Brunton	Centre,	Caterham-on-the-
Hill 

A s p i r a t i o n s  

A S P I R A T I O N  L C A  0 1   F A C I L I T I E S  F O R  A N  A G E I N G  
P O P U L A T I O N  

Intent: To maintain and 

enhance existing 

facilities for the 

ageing, older 

population and make 

them sustainable by 

diversifying the use 

of the buildings. 

Justification: The CR3 area needs 

to make provision for 

increased numbers 

of an ageing 

population. Facilities such as the Douglas Brunton Centre perform 

a vital role in the community as a social hub and as a centre for 

activities and 

services associated 

with this age group. 

A s p i r a t i o n  L C A  0 1  –  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a n  a g e i n g  

p o p u l a t i o n  

To maintain the Douglas Brunton Centre in its primary role as a centre for older 

people, largely those over retirement age, and to increase its use to the wider 

community by targeting specific interest groups of all ages. Development of this 

building should be prohibited unless suitable and equally convenient alternative 

arrangements can be provided on an alternative site prior to the start of any 

redevelopment. 

A S P I R A T I O N  L C A  0 2   L I T T E R  B I N S  I N  P U B L I C  S P A C E S   

Intent:  To provide sufficient covered fox-proof litter bins for public 

spaces. 

Justification: Existing bins are too few and inadequately designed to contain the 

litter. (See Urban Design Spec) Public consultation supports this. 

A s p i r a t i o n  L C A  0 2  –  L i t t e r  B i n s  i n  P u b l i c  S p a c e s  
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The CR3 Forum will seek to replace bins over time, using the Urban Design 

Specification. 

A S P I R A T I O N  L C A  0 3   I N F O R M A T I O N  S H A R I N G   

The Forum has found that there is not widespread awareness of the range of 

facilities available to local residents and visitors to the area. 

Intent:  To advertise current activities in the CR3 area in prominent 

places (e.g. station exit) with the aim of increasing footfall and 

public involvement. 

Justification: Following the public consultation we discovered that much of the 

population was unaware of existing sports facilities and of current 

cultural activities in and around the CR3 area.  

A s p i r a t i o n  L C A  0 3  –  I n f o r m a t i o n  S h a r i n g  

The CR3 Forum will seek to disseminate information on existing clubs, sports 

facilities, cultural programmes and access to the surrounding areas by producing 

a comprehensive brochure available in libraries and other venues; by developing 

this information as a mobile phone App and by including digital displays at 

strategic points throughout the CR area e.g. station exit, gateway sites, libraries, 

etc.  The Forum will provide the information for “Welcome Packs” given by 

developers to residents of all new developments 

T a n d r i d g e  T r u s t  S w i m m i n g  a c c e s s  

It is worth noting that the current swimming and sports hall facilities at de Stafford 

Sports Centre have limited access for the public as the facility is owned and used 

by the school during the school day. The Village Health Club is only available to 

members and this does not offer an alternative. Therefore there is a need for 

increased public access to swimming facilities. 

A S P I R A T I O N  L C A  0 4   I N C R E A S E D  P U B L I C  A C C E S S  T O  
S W I M M I N G  F A C I L I T I E S  

Intent: To increase public access to swimming facilities. 

Justification: JSNA 2013; Sport England; Olympic legacy; D C Media Studies;  

NPPF Paras 70/73-4/156-157/162/171.  

Public demand;  

Expanding population. 

A s p i r a t i o n  L C A  0 4  –  I n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  t o  s w i m m i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  
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To provide swimming facilities with all day access 

A S P I R A T I O N  L C A  0 5   I N C L U S I O N  O F  Y O U T H  
P R O V I S I O N  I N  G E N E R A L  F A C I L I T I E S  

Intent:  To increase range of activities available for young people. 

Justification: Public demand for a wider range of activities amongst young 

people. 

A s p i r a t i o n  L C A  0 5  –  I n c l u s i o n  o f  Y o u t h  F a c i l i t i e s  i n  

G e n e r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  

To ensure that the needs of young people are considered in any new leisure 

centre/community hub. 

Note: This Aspiration would inform work with Policies LC 4 and 5 (Hubs) if a 

Community Hub were developed which included the much desired Cinema along 

with other leisure facilities. 

S u m m a r y  

4.167. The Leisure and Community Group have reviewed the leisure and community 

provision in the CR3 area and using data from a variety of sources have drawn up 

a series of policies which it believes will contribute to the health and well-being of 

residents of the area and will help to retain it as an attractive place in which to live.  

4.168. Throughout, the Group has been influenced by the following considerations:- 

a. Ease of access to facilities including the availability of public transport 

b. The need for good quality design and for community buildings to have a ‘civic 

presence’ 

c. Sustainability, having a regard to maintenance and economic viability of 

facilities 

d. The need to protect and improve our open spaces increasing the biodiversity 

of the area where possible 

e. The range of leisure facilities must be diverse, catering for all ages and 

abilities in order to increase and broaden participation. 

4.169. The desire to protect and enhance our environment features very strongly in the 

Leisure Plan. The CR3 area has a substantial green network and several of our 

policies are concerned with improving public access and increasing enjoyment 

(and in the case of allotments, productivity) of the open spaces. Policies LC1, 

LC3. LC7, LC8, LC9, LC10, LC11. 

4.170. Our review of leisure and cultural facilities revealed that although there was a 

considerable range of activities on offer they were unevenly distributed with 



	

10 February 2016 Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan Page 40 of 40 	
	

residents of Caterham Hill being well provided for whilst residents of Whyteleafe 

tended to have to travel further for leisure activities. The plan therefore states that 

a new purpose-built sports facility should be a part of any large future 

developments in Whyteleafe. Policies LC4. LC5, LC14. 

4.171. It was noted that schools and churches were generally very good at providing 

sporting and cultural opportunities and often shared their facilities with other 

organisations. This example of good practice should be extended. Policies LC3, 

LC13. 

4.172. Community buildings that are viewed by residents as a focus for village/town 

events and activities are vital ingredients in the overall structure of living spaces. 

Chaldon has its village hall, Caterham Hill has the Community Centre, the 

Douglas Brunton Centre and the Arc. The Leisure Plan strongly supports the re-

development of the Soper Hall as a community hub for Caterham Valley. A similar 

development for Whyteleafe should be included in future building plans. Policies 

LC4, LC5,  

4.173. Public Houses and Libraries in both Caterham Hill and Caterham Valley are also 

very important community resources and are supported in the Plan. Policies LC6, 

LC12. 

4.174. One of the issues that has been highlighted in the course of our work (and indeed 

nationally) is the lack of burying space in the CR3 area. Land should be made 

available for this as a matter of priority. We have identified a number of suitable 

sites including two which have been proposed by their owners: one within 

Whyteleafe and the other in Caterham Valley. Policy LC2 

4.175. The predicted increase in population in the south east region will put the CR3 area 

under continual pressure to provide more housing. We are concerned that the 

physical, cultural and social needs of existing and future populations must be met 

in order to build successful communities and to safeguard the health and well-

being of succeeding generations.  Our policies aim to redress that imbalance. 

 

	


