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HEALTH & EDUCATION
Health review for CR3 Neighbourhood Plan
Introduction
3.1.

This section of our Neighbourhood Plan is a review of current health provision in the CR3 area
and the possible impact of projected population increases in the next 20 years. The review is
particularly concerned with the possible future need for the expansion or relocation of existing
premises.

3.2.

3.3.

We have considered three areas of healthcare:
1.

General Practice facilities

2.

The Caterham Dean hospital

3.

The North Downs hospital

Following a synopsis of the relevant demographics of CR3 from desktop research the current
status of GP services was analysed. Detailed data on current workload, staffing, and facilities
were obtained from questionnaires and personal interviews with practice managers and lead
GPs. Their views were sought on the impact of the projected population increases over the next
10 to 20 years on their workloads and facilities.

3.4.

The Managing Directors of the Caterham Dene and the North Downs hospitals also provided
data on their institutions during personal interviews and correspondence.

3.5.

The contents of this Health report were also discussed with the Chairman of the Clinical
Commissioning Group for East Surrey, Dr Joe McGilligan.

Demographic Data
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3.6.

Data concerning the four parishes of Chaldon, Caterham Hill, Caterham Valley and Whyteleafe
which make up part of the CR3 postcode area has been collated from census material
published on the Surrey-i website, (www.surreyi.gov.uk.)

3.7.

Data relating to Surrey and Tandridge has been taken from ONS Neighbourhood Statistics,
(www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk ).
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Population data - 2011 census compared with 2001
Surrey
3.8.

The 2011 census recorded 1,132,400 residents - this is an increase of 73,400 (6.9%) since
2001.

3.9.

The largest 5 year cohort is the 45-49 age group who represent 7.9% (89,700) of the
population. These are popularly known as the 1960’s ‘baby-boomers’.

3.10.

The fastest growing cohort is the 60-64 age group (69,400) with an increase of 35%, closely
followed by the over 90 age group (10,900) with an increase of 32.9%.

3.11.

The population over 65 has increased by 13% and now constitutes 17.2% of the population.

3.12.

The age group over 85 has increased by 25.5% since 2001 and represents 2.7% of the
population.

3.13.

The age group 0-4 has increased by 13.5% since 2001.

3.14.

The number of households in Surrey increased by 5.2% (to 455,800) with a small increase in
household size, from 2.38 to 2.43.

Tandridge and the CR3 area
3.15.

Tandridge had 83,000 residents in 2011 – an increase of 3,700 (4.7%) since 2001, a figure that
is well below the national average of 7% and the average for the South East of 8%.

3.16.

th

Over 65 year olds have increased by 15.8%, (the 4 largest increase of the 12 local authorities
in Surrey) and this age group represents 18.6% of the Tandridge population.

3.17.

Over 85 year olds increased from 1,800 to 2,300, a rise of 27.8%.

3.18.

The age group 0-4 has increased by only 2.1% (the 2

3.19.

The number of households increased by 5.4% (to 33,300) but Tandridge was unique in Surrey

nd

smallest increase in Surrey).

in showing no change in household size.
3.20.

However although the overall population density in Tandridge is 3.34 persons per hectare (ha)
the density in CR3, excluding the greenbelt area, is 26.89 persons/ha.

(The comparative

figures figure for Surrey is 6.60 persons/ha and for Great Britain is 2.59/ha).
3.21.

The population of the CR3 area in 2011 was 26,725 which was 32% of the Tandridge
population.

3.22.

The population density in CR3 grew from 24.42/ha in 2001 to 26.89 in 2011 whereas in
Tandridge the rise was from 3.20 to 3.34/ha.
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3.23.

These figures give an indication of possible stresses within the infrastructure of services,
including healthcare provision, in CR3 compared with the rest of the surrounding area in
Tandridge and Surrey.

Future projected population levels
(Office of National Statistics March, 2012)
UK
3.24.

The population of the UK is projected to increase at an annual average rate of growth of 0.8%
over the next 20 years. The total population will rise from the current figure of approximately 63
million to 67 million in 10 years and to 73 million in 20 years. (It is believed that 68% of the
projected growth will be attributable to net migration).

3.25.

The population is projected to continue ageing with the median age rising from 39.7 years to
42.2 years by 2035. (Expectation of life at birth is expected to rise from 78.5 to 83.3 years for
men and from 82.6 to 87 years for women by 2035).

3.26.

The number of children under 16 years of age is projected to rise by 12% from 11.6 million to 13
million by 2035.

3.27.

The number of people of working age is projected to rise from 38.5 million to 44.7 million, a total
increase of 16% by 2035, whilst those of pensionable age may rise from 12.2 million to 15.6
million. It is significant that on these projections the number of pensioners exceeding children
under 16 will rise from 0.6 million to 2.6 million.

3.28.

The population aged 80 and over is projected to grow from approximately 3 million to 6 million,
thus doubling over 25 years. (By 2085 there could be approximately 11.5 million people over 80
years of age).

Tandridge
3.29.

Tandridge is one of the lowest population areas in SE England, (62

nd

out of 67 areas), but will

probably increase by 15% over the next 20 years. The population of residents over 85 years is
projected to double from 30,000 to 60,000 by the year 2030.
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CR3 Parish Profiles
(Surrey averages – SA - in brackets)
Population
Total CR3 population (2011) – 26,725
Measure + SA

Caterham Hill

Caterham Valley Chaldon

W hyteleafe

Population 2011

12,742

8,348

1,735

3,900

Population 2001

11,555

7,581

1,729

3,607

10 yr. % change (6.9%)

1,187 (+10.2%)

767 (+10.19%)

6 (+0.3%)

293 (+8.1%)

Pop. in hshlds (97.65%)

12,437 (97.6%)

8,144 (97.2%)

1,675 (96.5%)

3,898
(99.95%)

Av. Hshld size (2.43)
M/F (%) (49/51)

Ages (yrs.)

2.48

2.26

2.6

2.19

48/52

49/51

49/51

50/50

Caterham Hill

0-4 (6.3%)

840 (6.6%)

Caterham Valley Chaldon
607 (7.3%)

63 (3.63%)

W hyteleafe
310 (7.95%)

5-17(15.49%)

2,198 (17.2%)

1,265 (15.1%)

277 (15.96%)

492 (12.6%)

18-64 (61.05%)

1,235 (60.79%)

5,176 (62.2%)

956 (55.1%)

2,703 (69.31%)

65-84 (17.17%)

1,615 (12.7%)

1,078 (12.9%)

383 (22.1%)

338 (8.7%)

565 (3.23%)

57 (1.5%)

85+ (2.65%)

360 (2.87%)

Ethnic groups

Caterham Hill

White British (83.51%)

222 (2.7%)

Caterham Valley Chaldon

W hyteleafe

86.1%

83.48%

92.91%

82.51%

13.9%

16.52%

7.09%

17.49%

Non-white
British ethnic (16.49%)
Long term illness

Caterham Hill

or disability (13.54%)
Unpaid Care

15.4%
Caterham Hill

Caterham Valley Chaldon
13.1%

16.6%

Caterham Valley Chaldon

W hyteleafe
10.82%
W hyteleafe

All people providing
unpaid care (9.58%)

9.9%

People with bad/

Caterham Hill

very bad health (2.7%)

3.09%

9%

13.43%

Caterham Valley Chaldon
2.28%

3.34%

8.77%
W hyteleafe
1.95%

Summary
3.30.

The significant variations in population numbers in the 4 parishes are likely to be maintained in
the next 10 and 20 years unless housing policies change significantly. The projected increase
by 20 years, based on the Tandridge estimate, (ONS data) suggests that the population may
rise by 15%, as follows:
•

Caterham Hill – 1,911;

•

Caterham Valley – 1,252;
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•

Chaldon – 260;

•

Whyteleafe – 585.

Popula4on change 2001-2011
Percentage Increase (in %)

12
10
8
6
4
2
0
Caterham Hill

Caterham
Valley

Chaldon

Whyteleafe

10.2

10.19

0.3

8.1

Series1

Pie Charts to show the percentages of age bands in the four
parishes.
85+,
2.7

85+, 0-4 ,
2.87 6.6
65-84,
12.7

10 February 2016

5-17,
17.2

65-84,
12.9

0-4 ,
7.3

5-17,
15.1

18-64,
60.79

18-64,
62.2

Caterham Hill

Caterham Valley
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85+, 0-4 ,
3.23 3.63

85+,
65-84,
1.5
8.7
0-4 ,
7.95
5-17,
15.96

65-84,
22.1

5-17,
12.6

18-64,
69.31

18-64,
15.1

Whyteleafe

Chaldon

Long term illness and unpaid care providers in the four
18.00%
16.00%
14.00%
12.00%
10.00%

Long term illness or disability

8.00%

people providing unpaid care

6.00%
4.00%
2.00%
0.00%
Caterham Hill

Caterham Valley

Chaldon

Whyteleafe

parishes

3.31.

The four general practices in CR3 would therefore have a total increase of approximately 4,008
additional patients or an average of at least 1,004 per practice from the CR3 area alone. There
would be additional increases in the numbers of patients who are registered with our practices
from adjacent areas. (Currently, 31,864 patients are registered compared with the CR3 NP
population of 26,725).

3.32.

The lack of significant change, (0.3%), in the population of Chaldon in the 10 years since the
2001 census might be explained at least in part by the poor provision of public transport in the
parish. As they lose the ability to drive, older residents tend to move out to retirement flats etc.
as there is no provision for this type of housing in Chaldon.
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3.33.

Chaldon is unusual in the high percentage of residents over 65 years (25.3%), and the high
percentage of residents providing unpaid care (13.43%) which is the second highest out of 206
areas in the South-East. The latter is related to the high incidence of long term illness or
disability in the parish (16.6%). There is a complete lack of appropriate housing for the elderly
and/or infirm in Chaldon and it is suggested that this should be considered in future planning
strategy.

CR3 Current Health Profile
Neighbourhood Survey Questionnaire analysis report 01-102013
3.34.

An analysis of 1,136 replies to a public questionnaire distributed to all residents in the CR3 area
showed that 95.3% of responders used GP facilities in the CR3 area. The Dene hospital,
(NHS), had been used by 67.6% and the North Downs hospital, (Private & NHS) by 47.8%.

General Practice
3.35.

The total number of patients registered in CR3 is 31,864 which represent 38% of all Tandridge
patients. Four of the 9 general practices in Tandridge are within the CR3 area and although
there are significant variations between practices, (see below) the average patient list is 7,966.
This is 1075 more than the national average patient list.

3.36.

The number of patients registered in CR3 exceeds the population of 26,725 by 5,139 people
from other areas.

3.37.

The details of the 4 general practices in the CR3 area were gathered from questionnaires which
were completed by practice managers. The data provided in this way was then discussed in
interviews held with both practice managers and lead GPs in the 3 practices of Caterham
Valley, Chaldon Road and Whyteleafe. (The data from the Townhill practice was only available
from the completed questionnaire).
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CR3 Forum – General Practice Questionnaire Results
Basic Information
Caterham Valley
Practice

Chaldon Road
Practice

Townhill Practice

Patient numbers

8502

4,162

13,400

5,800

Over 85 yrs.

255 (2.9%)

62 (1.5%)

398 (2.9%)

110 (1.9%)

Children Under 5

773

Children 5-16

1680

Adults

10,947

Whyteleafe
Practice

GP numbers

4

2FT + 3PT

2FT + 7PT

1FT + 4PT

Nursing numbers

4

2

4

4

Admin staff

1FT

9

16

9

GP: patient ratio

1: 2,125

1: 832

1: 1,488

1: 1,900

Staff recruitment
problems

No

Occasional problems

No problems

Yes

% staff who live locally

Not known

Inside CR3 area

X6 (66%)

80%

22%

Outside CR3 area

X3

20%

78%

Car

Car

Car

Car

Other

-

Not public
transport

-

Public transport

Public Transport

Is Practice
accommodation fit for
purpose now?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Fit for purpose in 5 yrs.?

Yes

No

Yes

No

New housing
developments
More GP practices
Recruitment of
clinicians

Enlarged premises
– patient numbers
increased from
3,800 to 5,800 in
12yrs (52%)

Method of travel to work

3 things that would
influence future size of
practice

10 February 2016
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Essential improvements
required now

None

Flooring, Automatic
st
doors, Lift to 1
floor to increase
clinical area

Changes to flooring
and seating
arrangements

Practice needs
100% expansion.
(S106 money
promised but
not given)

Essential improvements
in next 5 yrs.

General
maintenance

Installation of lift to
allow practice
expansion

Maintain current
standards

As above

Where would you see the
surgery in 20 yrs.?

No wish to change
practice
significantly

Continue to provide
services close to
homes in this area.

Fulfilling
Government &
Strategic Health
Authority demands

Possibly merged
or even privatised.

Yes

Yes

Yes

No wish to
amalgamate with
others

No – but already in a
3 group practice –
Warlingham &
Selsdon

-

Expand premises
& facilities on
current site.
Improve
collaboration with
other local
practices.

Any private healthcare
issues?

No

Noticed reduction in
private care
schemes provided
by patients’
workplace

N/A

N/A

Nos. of patients referred
on to hospital outpatient
departments.

116 per 1000
[N.B. Emergency
readmissions
within 28 days of
discharge from
hospital – 7.1%]

229 per 1000
[N.B. Emergency
readmission within
28 days of
discharge from
hospital – 7.9%]

Where are patients
commonly referred?

Mayday, Ashtead,
Shirley Oaks,
various London
hospitals

E. Surrey,
Caterham Dene, N.
Downs, KCH
Mayday, St.Helier,
St Georges

E. Surrey,
Caterham Dene,
North Downs

E. Surrey, North
Downs, Mayday,
Qu. Victoria, St
Georges etc.

Referral of cardiac
patients

East Surrey

All of the above

7 day ECG
monitoring service
has reduced
referrals

E. Surrey, Mayday,
London Heart etc.

Who decides where to
send cardiac patients?

GP

GP

GP

GP & Patient

Is there an increasing
trend for patient choice?

Yes

Choose & book now
– but believe
pressure will
increase to refer to
E. Surrey

Not recorded

All patients have a
choice – but not
thought to be
economic by the
practice.

Any other significant
issues?

Patients enjoy
NHS facility at
North Down
hospital

Aging population
requires increase in
community
services. Younger
people are the most
demanding

None

Increasing need &
demand with
reduced resources

Where would you like to
be in 20 yrs.?
Stay as you are
-

Combine with
medical centre
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Parking and Accessibility
Adequate parking for
staff?

No – not always

Yes

Yes

No

Adequate parking for
patients

Increasing problem

Public car parks
available nearby.

Yes

No

Disabled car parking
space?

Yes

No – but can use
road outside

Yes

Not aware of any
problems – good
public transport

Poor public
transport but tend
to have their own
transport

None

Only if they use
limited staff parking
space.
Good public
transport but poor
car parking.

Transport issues for
patients

Future Plans & Planning Issues
Trends for this GP
service?

Recent rapid
increase in patients
– especially the
elderly – space
problem now.

New housing
development will
impact on practice
numbers.
Increased in elderly
numbers

More demands
/expectations and
less resources

Predicted patient
numbers

Increase in birth
rate

Will increase
across all age
groups

5 yrs. time

Increase +

10 years’ time

Increase ++

Increase ++

Year on year
increase expected
in patient numbers
but in recent years
numbers have been
stable
Increase

Longevity issues?

Significant increase
in elderly work load

Majority of the
elderly live at home
with increasing
demands on social
services.

No comment

No comment

Chronic disease rates

Secondary to
increasing elderly
cohort

Increased numbers
– especially from
screening.

No comment

No comment

Problems associated
with poor housing?

Not aware of any
problem

Not housing but
increased
depressive illness
from loss of jobs
etc.

No comment

No comment

Views on primary care
medical centres vs.
current GP provision

No desire for a
medical centre –
other than the
provision of the
Dene hospital

No comment

No wish to be part
of a ‘Darzi’ medical
centre

Any other issues

Main concern is the
NHS regulation that
prevents any
restriction of list
size.

Majority of patients
wish to see the
same doctor – and
want local services
– happy with the
Dene services.
Parking is made
difficult by the
adjacent Hillcroft
school and the
rubbish dump.

No comment

Main problem is the
lack of space etc.
for the size of the
practice.
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Patient list and
work load has been
increasing rapidly
because of
increasing numbers
of elderly patients.
This is threatening
the patient/GP
relationships which
have been a
feature of this
practice.

The corner of the
road is very
dangerous
especially as
school traffic tends
to ignore yellow
lines etc. Drivers
often abusive over
parking issues.

Policy HE01 - General Practice
Intent:

Our Neighbourhood Plan seeks to provide adequate GP facilities in the CR3
area over the next 10 to 20 years. Two of the four practices are situated on
constrained sites which will hinder expansion to meet the needs of an
expanding population.

Justification: Total patients in CR3 – 31,864 (38% of registered Tandridge patients).
•

A questionnaire survey of 1,136 residents in CR3 showed that 95.3% were
registered with GPs in the area.

•

Patients over 85 years – 825 (2.6% of workload). All of the practices
consider that the projected increase in resident numbers and particularly
the increasing percentage of elderly patients and patients with dementia
will inevitably lead to pressure on their premises and services.

•

It is noted that the Whyteleafe patient list grew by 52% from 3,800 to 5,800
in 12 years.

•

Projected figures for population growth suggest a significant rise in patient
numbers over the next 10 to 20 years, (see above). Although 3 of the 4
practices considered their current accommodation for patients to be
satisfactory, both the Chaldon Road and the Whyteleafe practice accepted
that this would not be the case in the future. The Whyteleafe practice
already believes that they need to increase their premises by 100% as
soon as possible to cope with their current patient load.

•

The data presented in this report suggests that plans should be considered
for the future expansion of all 4 of the GP premises and for the provision of
adequate parking to satisfy the demands of both the staff and the rising
population.

•

Expansion of the Chaldon Road practice might be possible:
1. If the current refuse and recycling area was moved from Chaldon
Road. The location of this refuse dump close to a school and a medical
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facility is considered to be inappropriate and removal could allow reconfiguration of a portion of Hillcroft School and the Chaldon Road GP
premises
2. Dr. Crispin, the lead GP, discussed a possible move of the practice to
the Dene Hospital site. She would prefer this option as it would give a
chance to build a very satisfactory surgery that would have good
facilities for X-ray, physiotherapy etc. on site as well as good car
parking. The presence of GPs on site would also be beneficial for the
Dene.
•

Nursing and admin staff recruitment does not appear to be a major
problem except perhaps for Whyteleafe which has the largest percentage
of staff living outside of the CR3 area.

Policy HE01 - General Practice
Our Neighbourhood Plan will positively support the enlargement and/or relocation of the two
general practice surgeries at Chaldon Road and Whyteleafe within a mile of their current
location.
We would support onsite provision of General Practice within a new development scheme,
especially where commercial or residential elements underpin the viability of a new health
facility.
We would prefer to see the Caterham Valley practice expand within its current building.
The Townhill practice did not comment on any site constraints.

The Caterham Dene Hospital
Introduction
3.38.

This small community hospital of 28 beds is situated at the top of Church Hill close to the
boundary of Caterham and Caterham Hill on a site is owned by the NHS Property Company.
The hospital provides services for patients most of whom are registered with East Surrey GPs.
It was under threat of closure 14 or 15 years ago but is now expanding and held in high regard
by the population of CR3 and surrounding areas.
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3.39.

The majority of services, (nearly
90%), are run by First Community

Health and Care, (FCHC), a not-forprofit social enterprise

providing

community healthcare services to
people living in East Surrey and
parts of West Sussex. ‘FCHC is part

of the NHS but with the community
interest test - where any profit is
used

for

the

benefit

of

the

community.’ The Governors of the
hospital, who are elected by the
staff, appoint the Managing Director.
3.40.

The Dene hospital services include 28 in-patient beds, a minor injuries unit which is particularly
appreciated by residents of the CR3 area, and a rapid assessment service.

The hospital also

provides a base for community services such as District nursing and specialist nurse and
therapy clinics which include dermatology, Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis.
Additional services include physiotherapy and podiatry. The diagnostic and screening services
available in the Dene include facilities for x-ray, as well as endoscopic procedures. Equipment
is also available for the assessment of physiological data in relation to neurological, visual,
cardiovascular, respiratory, gastro-intestinal, urinary, and auditory problems.
3.41.

Consultant outpatient clinics are provided by Surrey and Sussex Hospitals Trust and these
embrace many specialties including endocrinology, gastroenterology, general surgery,
geriatrics, gynaecology, orthopaedics, otolaryngology, rheumatology, urology, and vascular
surgery.

3.42.

A recent Care Quality Commission inspection on 25-03-2013 concluded that the standard of
care provided by the hospital met all essential standards in 4 out of the 5 major areas inspected.

3.43.

Current hospital services:
a.

A ‘step-down’ service - for patients who are transferred after surgery or other medical
treatment at the East Surrey hospital. Bed availability depends on a consistent discharge
rate and the average length of stay for patients in the Dene is 21 days. Most patients are
discharged back to their own homes and do not go into nursing home or residential care.
FCHC provides support for this transition from the Dene to the patient’s home using a
multi-disciplinary team called Rapid Response which includes both nurses and therapists
and which helps to avoid a patient’s move into a nursing home or into residential care.

b.

A ‘step-up’ service is also provided to give temporary support to residents who cannot
cope safely at home but who do not require acute hospital admission or long-term
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residential care. This service provides a facility to support the person while their current
situation is assessed and to ensure that they can return home with appropriate support.
c.

A walk-in service for minor injuries, which has been available for approximately 3
years, is led by experienced nurse practitioners. The opening hours have been extended
recently and treatment is now available from 9am to 8pm 365 days of the year for adults
aged 18 and over.

d.

A ‘rapid assessment’ service for symptoms such as chest pain, breathlessness,
dizziness etc., which is overseen by non-resident medical registrars, is a valuable service
which may avoid unnecessary admission to East Surrey or other hospitals. As with the
walk-in minor injury service this facility functions from 9.00am to 5.00pm. The on-call
doctors service is run by ‘HARMONY’, a private company contracted to the hospital
through the NHS.

e.

Consultant follow-up clinics

f.

Physiotherapy

g.

X-ray and other diagnostic services.

Possible future developments
3.44.

The success of the hospital has led to requests for expansion, particularly as the hospital
receives patients from a wide area that includes Caterham, Warlingham, Godstone, Merstham
and South Croydon. There is some concern that a likely future increase in patient numbers may
cause excessive pressure on the services currently provided. Medical staff, who are recruited
through the First Community Care Clinical Commissioning Group, are responsible for backing
up the nurse practitioner staff. Any future expansion of services may require additional medical
staff support.

3.45.

Consideration is being given to extend the age range of patients to include children over the age
of 5 years.

3.46.

A hospital of 28 beds is a relatively expensive facility in terms of staffing but the services could
become more economic by doubling the number of beds. This development would allow the
early transfer of an increased number of patients from East Surrey hospital into the expanded
‘step down’ facility. There is adequate space on the hospital site for either a new build or for an
extension of current facilities to allow for this.

3.47.

A move of the Chaldon Road practice to the Dene hospital site could be extremely beneficial to
both the Hospital and to the General Practice. The former would benefit from on-site medical
staff and the latter from ready access to x-ray and other facilities for patient investigations.
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Policy HE02 - Caterham Dene Hospital
Intent:

We wish to safeguard and expand the facilities available in the Dene hospital
for our local community.

Justification: A questionnaire survey of 1,136 residents in CR3 showed that 67.6% had used
the Dene hospital.
It is generally agreed that the Dene hospital is an extremely useful facility for
the CR3 area and that it is much valued and supported by residents and
voluntary organizations. There is community pressure to increase the number
of beds and the range of facilities provided by the hospital and this pressure will
increase inevitably as the population grows over the next 20 years. (An
expansion would of course be dependent on the Clinical Commissioning Group
funding any increased service).
Problems for the future of the hospital include adequate financial resources, the
recruitment of appropriate medical staff and a satisfactory service for the
transfer of old and frail patients from hospital beds to either home care services
or nursing homes.
It is believed that the clinical success of this hospital provides good evidence for
supporting an expansion both in services and buildings on the site.

Policy HE02 - Caterham Dene Hospital
A plan for expansion of the hospital buildings within the existing site would be supported up
to a maximum of three storeys. Further expansion should take place on the adjacent Dene
field and we would support the relocation of one of the CR3 General Practices on to this
site.

North Downs Hospital
3.48.

A questionnaire survey of 1,136 residents in CR3 showed that 47.8% had used the North
Downs hospital which is owned by the Ramsey Hospital Group and which has been in
Caterham for 40 years.

3.49.

Currently there are 16 in-patient beds, 5 day case beds and 2 operating theatres. Patients are
referred for CT and MRI scanning to other hospitals, (e.g. Shirley Oaks and Ashford). North
Downs does not have a High Dependency Unit and this influences the type of work that can be
accepted by the hospital. Nursing and other staff are recruited from a wide area but 47% of the
staff come from the CR3 area with the remainder mostly from RH8. Only a small number come
from further afield. In common with many hospitals there is some difficulty in recruiting staff for

10 February 2016

Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan

Page 16 of 40

some specialist areas such as the operating theatres. Difficulties with staffing recruitment are
caused partly by the paucity of car parking space within and outside of the hospital grounds.
3.50.

There has been a 30% increase in patient admissions to the hospital over the last 10 years.
Current annual admission numbers are approximately 3,600 of which 65% are NHS funded and
30% funded through private medical insurance, (PMI).

An additional 5% are self-funded.

Patient growth has been mainly from the CR3 postcode area and areas south of Caterham,
(RH8 postcode). These areas account for over 45% of the admissions. The hospital therefore
provides an excellent facility for residents in and around the CR3 area.
3.51.

The original house which formed the basis of the hospital has been extended significantly, but
the site is now severely constrained and any further extension might threaten parking space,
which is already very limited. However, the management is definitely looking for ways to expand
their services in the future perhaps through internal reconfiguration of the building to make
space more fit for purpose. Management would like additional theatre and outpatient consulting
rooms if at all possible.

3.52.

During my interview it was suggested that a closer working relationship with the Caterham Dene
hospital could prove beneficial to healthcare in the CR3 area.

Policy HE03 - North Downs Hospital
Intent:

We wish to support the North Downs hospital which is well used by local
residents.

Justification: The hospital has a very good reputation amongst patients and GPs and it
provides an excellent service for NHS and Private Patients. The last 10 years
has seen a steady growth in patient numbers which has been made possible
through the reduction in recovery times and more rapid discharge from hospital
after surgery. The hospital also provides valuable employment opportunities for
local people in nursing, ancillary services such as radiology and physiotherapy,
and support services.

Policy HE03 - for North Downs Hospital
We would strongly support expansion of this hospital on its present site or on another site
in the CR3 area subject to compliance with the policies set down in the Neighbourhood
Plan.
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Education Review for CR3 Neighbourhood Plan
Introduction
3.53.

This review has been carried out as part of the preparation of the CR3 Neighbourhood Plan.
The authors recognise that the Government attaches great importance to ensuring that a
sufficient choice of school places is available to meet the needs of existing and new
communities. The Government advises that local planning authorities should take a proactive,
positive and collaborative approach to meeting this requirement, and to development that will
widen choice in education (NPPF para 72). The data used has been obtained from the Office of
National Statistics, the 2011 census and the local profiles from Surreyi.gov.uk. Questionnaires
were sent out to preschool/nursery, infant, primary and secondary providers of education in the
CR3 Neighbourhood Plan area.

The information provided in the responses to these

questionnaires has been used in this review. The purpose of this review is to look at the current
educational needs of the CR3 Neighbourhood Plan area, how these are currently being met and
what further, if any, action needs to be taken to meet any changes in these needs over the next
20 years. The paper looks especially at the impact of any future increase in population on
educational needs in the CR3 Neighbourhood Plan area.

Demographic Data – 2011 census and ONS data
3.54.

The population of the UK is approximately 63 million at present and is projected to increase at
an annual average rate of growth of 0.8% over the next 20 years. The projected increase in the
next 10 years is 4 million, (6.3%), and an additional 6 million, (15.8%) in 20 years, thus making
a total of 73 million by 2031. The number of children aged less than 16 years is projected to
rise by 12% from 11.6 million to 13 million by 2035. There are currently 26,725 people residing
in the CR3 Neighbourhood Plan area. It is projected that the population of CR3 will increase by
15% over the next 20 years to 30,733. There are 4,232 of these are children aged 5 -17 years,
(15.83 %), who require a place in school. This age group is projected to increase by 12% to
5,078 by 2031. The projection therefore is that the total school population will increase by
approximately 846 over the next 20 years.
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General population data for children in CR3
3.55.

The current numbers of school-age children, (5-17 years), are:Caterham Hill

Caterham Valley

2,198
Total
3.56.

Chaldon

1,265

W hyteleafe

277

492

4,232

The average percentage age ranges of all children in the four Neighbourhood Plan parishes of
CR3 are:
Caterham Hill
Population

Caterham Valley

12,742

8,348

Chaldon

W hyteleafe

1,735

3,900

0-4

6.6%

7.3%

3.63%

7.95%

5-17

17.2%

15.1%

15.96%

12.6%

Numbers of children aged 5-17 years in the four parishes compared with total

Caterham Hill
6%

12%

30%

Caterham
Valley
52%

Chaldon
Whyteleafe

populations
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Percentage of children aged 5 - 17 years in the four
parishes

Caterham Hill
Caterham Valley
Chaldon
Whyteleafe

3.57.

Of the 4,232 that are school-age children. 3,091 are currently educated within state schools in
the CR3 area. 1,141 are therefore either educated outside of the area, in private schools or they
are home-schooled.

3.58.

The total number of available state school places is 3,377 with 2362 in primary and 1,015 in
secondary schools. If the number of children increases by the projected 12% to 5,078 over the
next 20 years then the total number of school places needed for the CR3 population could be in
the region of 3,707, assuming that the same percentage as now will still be educated privately
or in schools outside of CR3, (1,371 children). CR3 would therefore need an increase of at least
330 new school places.

3.59.

The CR3 questionnaire asked for the views of residents on education in the area. The results
showed that people perceive there is a need for more school places to meet with the increased
demand in housing and the Government requirement for new homes. The lack of parking
facilities at many of the schools and the need for speeding restrictions at schools for safety is
seen as an issue.

Current CR3 Education Profile
•

Birth to 4 years – pre-school / nursery

•

4 to 11 years – primary school

•

11 to 16 years – secondary school

•

16 to 18 years - sixth form/further education

•

Special education needs school
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School data
Pre-Schools / Nursery
3.60.

There are 14 pre-schools in CR3 which provide pre-school education from 0-4 years:
1.

Ducklings Pre-School

2.

Beachwood Tots

3.

Tots Village Nursery

4.

Little Gems Caterham Valley

5.

Little Gems Caterham Hill

6.

Stepping Stones Pre-School Group

7.

Noah’s Ark Pre-School

8.

ABC Day Nursery

9.

Kestrels Childcare Centre

10. Asquith Caterham Day Nursery
11. Little Treasures Nursery
12. Cruwys Cherubs
13. Chaldon Pre-School
14. The Laurels Day Nursery
3.61.

As a number of these pre-schools are private sector establishments, data in relation to the
number of places available is not known. In gathering information for the preparation of this
report, questionnaires were sent to all pre-schools in the CR3 Neighbourhood Plan area in
order ascertain exact figures but only 3 were returned. As the government provide financial
assistance to parents of children aged 3 and 4 years, to enable them to benefit from 15 hours
each week of free early years education for 38 weeks each year, parents are able to choose
from both private and state sector pre schooling. It is difficult to include details of private sector
provision, as there is no control over this provision and further, the number of places provided
may well be subject to change.
Primary/infants Schools

3.62.

There are 7 primary schools providing education from aged 5 to 11 years and 1 infant’s school
providing education from aged 5 years to 8 years:

School (no. of spaces)

Number on roll

St Johns C of E school Whyteleafe Primary

Total Places

481
419

Hillcroft Primary School

(540)
(417)

315

St Francis Catholic Primary School 274

(315)
(268)

Marden Lodge Primary School

257

(315)

Audley Primary School

207

(207)

Woodlea Primary School

205

(210)
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St Peter & Paul C of E Infants Sch

85

Totals

(90)
2243

(2362)

Secondary Schools (no. of places)
3.63.

There is one state secondary school in CR3 which caters for children aged 11 to 17 years:

School (no. of places)

Number on roll

De Stafford
3.64.

Potential Places

850

(1,000)
th

The 1,000 places includes places previously allocated to 6 Form which are no longer in use
but still available.
Special Educational Needs Schools (no. of places)

School

Number on roll

Sunnydown School

68

Clifton Hill
3.65.

Places available
(80)

78

(80)

Sunnydown is a special school providing education for boys aged 11 to 16 years, who suffer
from autistic spectrum difficulties, language difficulties, speech language and communication
needs. Up to 34 students are able to board weekly and 46 are day students.

3.66.

Clifton Hill is a mixed school which caters for children aged 10 to 19 years who suffer from
severe and profound learning difficulties as well as autism. There are 81 places available and
the school has 78 students on roll currently.
State School Provision

3.67.

It is estimated that there are 3,377 state school places for children aged 5-17 in CR3 of which
75% are taken by pupils residing in CR3. There are approximately 25% of pupils who live in
CR3 who are educated elsewhere, i.e. in school outside of CR3 or in the private sector.

3.68.

There are 292 pupils in the CR3 area leaving primary school each year who require a
secondary school place and of those 151 (52%) will attend the only state secondary school in
CR3 (de Stafford) which means that 141 pupils (48%) will receive their secondary school
education outside of CR3 or in private education.
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Post 16 Provision
3.69.

With the need to provide school places for approximately 1,460 11 to 17 year olds in CR3 and
with only places available for up to 850 at the one secondary school in CR3, it is clear that
approximately 610 children would have to receive their secondary education outside of CR3 or
in the private sector. However, it should be noted that de Stafford currently has 850 students on
the roll and therefore is currently fully subscribed but the school also has the potential to expand
to 1,000 places. The provision outside of CR3 tends to come from areas such as the London
Borough of Croydon, Reigate and Banstead and Tandridge. All children at de Stafford are
guaranteed a place at Reigate College. Along with Reigate College, the other providers are
East Surrey College and Coulsdon. Caterham School is the only private sector secondary
school in CR3. From information provided by the primary schools in the CR3 Neighbourhood
Plan area local provision for 11 to 17 year olds outside of CR3 is as follows:
Columba Convent Shirley
Oasis Academy, Coulsdon
Oxted School, Oxted
Riddlesdown Collegiate, Purley
Royal Alexandra & Albert School, Merstham
St Bede’s School, Redhill
Warlingham School, Warlingham
Woldingham School, Woldingham
Woodcote School, Purley

3.70.

The children of the CR3 area generally continue their education at one of 3 Sixth Form/Further
education colleges:
East Surrey College (Tandridge)
Reigate College (Reigate and Banstead)
Coulsdon Sixth Form College (Croydon)

Is the current provision meeting the need?
3.71.

Based on the fact that there are 2,362 primary/middle school places in CR3 and 2,243 are
currently filled, this would suggest that the current need for primary education is reasonably
satisfactory. However, it is clear that the current need for school places for children over the
age of 11 is not being met.

152 year 6 children who put de Stafford as their first choice of

secondary school will be offered a place in year 7 each year. Currently a high proportion of
children leaving primary school have their education needs met in schools outside of the CR3
area either in the State or within the private sector. This problem will only be magnified with the
predicted increase in the population over the next 20 years.
3.72.

The current special needs provision seems to be adequately coping with the current demand
based on the number of places available and the children on roll. However it is noteworthy that
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Sunnydown reports in the questionnaire completed by them that only 5% of the children
currently on roll lives within the CR3 area.

Adequacy of facilities
3.73.

Twenty-nine questionnaires were sent out to pre-schools, primary and secondary schools in
CR3 and of those, 14 were returned.

3.74.

The nurseries, primary and secondary schools that were invited to complete the questionnaire
are as follows:

Type of School

School Name

Specialist School

Clifton Hill School
Chaldon Road, Caterham, CR3 5PN

Specialist School

Sunnydown
Portley House, 152 Whyteleafe Road, Caterham, CR3 5BD

Nursery

Ducklings Pre-School
Caterham Christian Centre, 84 Croydon Road, Caterham, CR3 6QD

Nursery

Beechwood Tots
Caterham Baptist Church, 4-6 Beechwood Road, Caterham, CR3 6NA

Pre School

Tots Village Nursery
Burntwood Lane, Caterham, CR3 5YX

Pre School

Little Gems Caterham Valley
United Reform Church, Harestone Hill, Caterham, CR3 6SX

Pre School

Little Gems Caterham Hill
Methodist Church, William Road, Caterham

Pre School

Stepping Stones Pre-school Group
St Johns Lodge, Clareville Road, Caterham, CR3 6LA

Pre School

Noahs Ark Pre-school
Caterham Community Church, Coulsdon Road, Caterham, CR3 5NF

Pre School

Abc Day Nursery
Whyteleafe Hill, Whyteleafe, CR3 0AB

Pre School
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Croydon Road, Caterham, CR3 6QH

Pre School

Asquith Caterham Day Nursery
Burntwood Lane, Caterham, CR3 5UL

Pre School

Little Treasures Nursery
The Village, Coulsdon Road, Caterham, CR3 5QX

Pre School

Cruwys Cherubs
Whyteleafe Football Club, 15 Church Road, Whyteleafe, CR3 0AR

Pre School

Chaldon Pre-school
Village Hall, 95 Rook Lane, Caterham, CR3 5BN

Pre School & Day Nursery

The Laurels Day Nursery
41 Town End, Caterham, CR3 5UJ

Independent School

Essendene Lodge School
Essendene Road, Caterham on the Hill, CR3 5PB

Independent School

Woldingham School
Marden Park, Woldingham, CR3 7YA

Independent School

Caterham Preparatory School
Harestone Valley Road, Caterham, CR3 6YA

Independent School

Caterham School
Harestone Valley Road, Caterham, CR3 6YA

Independent School

Oakhyrst Grange School
Stanstead Road, Caterham, CR3 6AF

Primary School

Audley Primary School
Whyteleafe Road, Caterham, CR3 5ED

Primary School

Marden Lodge Primary School
Croydon Road, Caterham, CR3 6QH

Primary School

Hillcroft Primary School
Chaldon Road, Caterham, CR3 5PG

Primary School

St Francis Catholic Primary School
Whyteleafe Road, Caterham, CR3 5ED

Primary School
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Markfield Road, Caterham, CR3 6RN

Primary School

St Peter And St Paul Cofe Infant School
93 Rook Lane, Chaldon, CR3 5BN

Primary School

Whyteleafe Primary School
Whyteleafe Hill, Whyteleafe, CR3 OAA

Secondary School

De Stafford School
Burntwood Lane, Caterham, Surrey, CR3 5YX

3.75.

The questionnaires were posted in March 2013 and also emailed twice in March and April 2013
to the listed education provider to give each ample opportunity to have an input.

3.76.

The following are the nurseries and schools that responded to the questionnaire:

Type of School

School Name

Specialist School

Sunnydown

Pre School

Asquith Caterham Day Nursery

Pre School

Kestrels Childcare Centre

Pre School & Day Nursery

The Laurels Day Nursery

Independent School

Caterham School / Caterham Preparatory School

Independent School

Essendene Lodge School

Independent School

Oakhyrst Grange School

Independent School

Woldingham School

Primary School

Hillcroft Primary School

Primary School

Marden Lodge Primary School

Primary School

St John's C of E Primary School

Primary School

St Peter and St Paul C of E Infant School

Primary School

Whyteleafe Primary School

Secondary School

de Stafford School
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3.77.

Of those questionnaires received, all schools save for 1, stated that their schools
accommodation was fit for purpose for the academic year 2013/2014. All save for one school
felt that their facilities would be fit for purpose in 5 years’ time and all felt that the schools
facilities were able to meet the current school needs.

3.78.

Hillcroft, Marden Lodge, St Johns Church of England School, and Whyteleafe Primary Schools
all returned completed questionnaires. From those completed questionnaires it was clear that
74.46% of the children on roll at those schools were children who lived in CR3 and the
remaining 24.54% of children lived outside of CR3. Based on the number of children on roll and
the schools’ capacity, it would seem that there are places available in some of these schools.
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Private School
Secondary School

Figure 1 - Schools in the Neighbourhood Plan area

Primary School
Nursery School
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Kindergarten / Nursery / Pre-School

Private Sector
3.79.

Asquith Caterham Day Nursery (refer to map) is a privately owned day nursery based in
Burntwood Lane with 40 staff and places for up to 72 children from infant to 5 years. It is open
from 07.30 to 18.30 hours. 80% of the staff live locally and either walk or travel by car to work.
80% of those who attend the nursery live locally. There is not currently capacity for more and
there is a waiting list. They do not currently have any problems with parking and do not know
how this will pan out in the future.

3.80.

Kestrels Children Centre (refer to map) is a privately owned day nursery based in Croydon
Road, Caterham with 40 staff and places for 76 children from 6 months to 11 years. It is open
from 07.30 to 18.00. 75% of the staff live locally and either walk or travel by car to work. 80%
of those who attend the children’s centre live locally. There is capacity for extra children and
they do not have a waiting list because they have recently expanded. However, parking is an
issue in that there is no on-site parking for visitors. A concern is the number of new housing
development as this could cause a staffing problem in the future with consideration given to the
needs of families moving into the area. There is a requirement for extra parking facilities and
the redevelopment of the outdoor play area for the toddler unit. The nursery facilities also
include Adult Education, Family Outreach Support, Family Fun Days, Work Experience and
Apprenticeships.

3.81.

The Laurels Day Nursery (refer to map) is a privately owned day nursery based in Town
End, Caterham on the Hill with 28 staff and places for 98 children from 3 months to 5 years. It is
open from 08.00 to 18.00. 40% of the staff live locally and walk or travel by car or bus to work.
None of those who attend the nursery live locally.

There is adequate space currently

and the expectation is that there will be adequate space for the next 5 years. However, there is
no capacity for extra children and there is a waiting list for pre-school and babies. There is
adequate parking for staff and this is expected to continue to be the case.
Primary / Preparatory / Junior

Public Sector
3.82.

Hillcroft Primary School (refer to map) is a community primary school based in Chaldon
Road, Caterham with 60 staff and places for 315 children from 3 years to 11 years. There are
358 children on the roll. It is open from 08.45 to 15.10. 66.6% of the staff live locally and walk
or travel by car to work. 84.68% of those who attend the school live locally. There is a waiting
list. There is not adequate classroom space currently and this is in the building program for
2014/15. Parking facilities for staff are also inadequate. The school provides breakfast and
afterschool care facilities.

3.83.

There are 36 pupils in year 6 and of those the majority will go to de Stafford Secondary school.
1 or 2 will go to Warlingham and 1 or 2 will go to Oasis.
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3.84.

Marden Lodge Primary School (refer to map) is a community primary school based in
Croydon Road, Caterham with 17 staff and places for 315 children from 3 years to 11 years.
There are 205 children on the roll. It is open from 08.00 to 18.00. 80% of the staff live locally
and walk or travel by car or bus to work.

70% of those who attend the school live locally.

There is no waiting list and the school currently has capacity for more children.
accommodation is currently adequate but will not be if school numbers increase.

The
A lift is

required for access to upstairs classroom for those children with physical challenges and some
toilet facilities are not adequate. Parking facilities for staff are also inadequate. The school has
a ballet school which operates 4 nights each week plus Saturdays.

There are swimming

lessons in the school pool. The school is on a busy road and there are concerns relating to the
heavy traffic.
3.85.

Marden Lodge has 24 students in year 6. The children continue their education at deStaffords,
St Bedes or Oasis in Coulsdon.

3.86.

St Johns C of E Primary School (refer to map) is a voluntary aided primary school based
in Markfield Road, Caterham with 83 staff and places for 540 children from 4 years to 11 years.
There are 481 children on the roll. It is open from 07.00 to 18.00. 65% of the staff live locally
and travel mainly by car to work. 83.6% of those who attend the school live locally. There is
no waiting list and the school currently has capacity for more children. The accommodation is
currently adequate and will be in the next 5 years. However, a bigger hall for sports and dining
facilities and better playground equipment would be beneficial. There is adequate parking but
it is debatable if this will be the case in the future. The school has a breakfast and afterschool
club facilities and lets out its hall and grounds.

3.87.

St Johns C of E Primary School has 78 students in year 6. The children will continue their
education at de Stafford (46), Warlingham (13), Oxted (11), St Bedes (4), Warwick (2), The
Beacon School (1) and Oasis Academy (1).

3.88.

St Francis Catholic Primary School (refer to map) is a Roman Catholic Voluntary Aided
Primary school based in Whyteleafe Road, Caterham serving the Catholic community of the
parishes of Caterham, Whyteleafe, Oxted and Warlingham. It has 325 children between the
ages of 4 years to 11 years.

The school admits 60 children at reception level per year. The

school did not return the questionnaire however, a conversation with the school ascertained that
there are 36 children in year 6 and of those most will go to St Bede’s as this is a Catholic
secondary school. The remainder will go to John Fisher in Purley or Coloma Convent in Shirley
though none will continue to Coloma this year (the have had up to 8 continue on to this school
in a year). There are issues as there is no local Catholic secondary school and the children
have to travel to continue their education. Also in London the Red Bus is free until they are 18
th

or finish 6 Form. However, because the children are not based in London, they have to pay
Green Line charges without subsidies which is up to £30 per week. If they continue on to
college at East Surrey, there are also transport charges to pay.
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3.89.

St Peter & St Paul C of E Infant School (refer to map) is a voluntary aided infant school
based in Rook Lane, Chaldon with 14 staff and places for 90 children from 5 years to 7 years.
There are 85 children on the roll. 54% of the staff live locally and travel mainly by car to work.
75% of those who attend the school live locally. There is a waiting list for reception and year 1
and the school currently has no capacity to accommodate more children. The accommodation
is currently adequate and will be in the next 5 years. Easier school access would be beneficial
and the school playground needs to be resurfaced, the school needs rewiring and security
lighting should be looked at. There is adequate parking and this will be the case for the next 5
years but only for staff. There are issues with the volume of traffic on the main road. The
school premises are hired out for various activities.

3.90.

Whyteleafe School (refer to map) is a foundation primary school based in Whyteleafe Hill,
Whyteleafe with 60 staff and places for 417 children from 4 years to 11 years. There are 419
children on the roll. 40% of the staff live locally and walk or travel by car to work. 64% of those
who attend the school live locally.

There is a waiting list for all groups from year 6 and the

school currently has no capacity to accommodate more children.

The accommodation is

currently adequate and will be in the next 5 years. There is not adequate parking for staff.
Improved access between the school and the playing fields would be beneficial and
irresponsible parking around the school is an issue. The dining room needs refurbishing and
improvements need to be made to the outdoor area. The school would like to see breakfast
and afterschool provision in conjunction with the current external provider.

The school

swimming pool is hired out to outside organisations.
3.91.

Of the 60 pupils in year 6 in 2014 22 will go to de Stafford Secondary school, and 27 will go to
Warlingham. The remainder will go on to Riddlesdown, St Bede’s Wilsons and 2 will go to
Oasis.
Private Sector

3.92.

Caterham Preparatory School (refer to map) is a private infant, junior and primary school
based in Harestone Valley Road, Caterham for children between the ages of 3 years and 11
years. There are 277 pupils (3-5 years – 59 children / 5-11 years – 218 children) and there is a
waiting list.

3.93.

The school day begins at 8.30am. All Nursery children attend the first session of the day which
ends at 11.45 am. Thereafter, children may stay for lunch until 12.30 pm and then be collected,
or continue in the afternoon session until 3.15 pm. After school care is also available, if
necessary, until 6.00 pm for children in Nursery upwards. Children in Pre-prep are collected by
3.45 pm or there is after School Care is available until 6.00 pm. There is a Late Room facility
called Homework Club for children not attending a club whose parents are unable to take them
home at 3.45 pm. This is a supervised homework session and children should be collected at
4.45pm and not before. After school care is also available for pupils in Reception upwards until
6.00 pm.
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3.94.

Caterham School (refer to map) is a private secondary school based in Harestone Valley
Road, Caterham with 254 staff and places for 820 from 11 years to 19 years.

It has 652 day

pupils and 168 boarders. Numbers per year in senior school vary. There are 4 classes of 20 in
year 1 and 2 which increases to 6 of 20 in year 3. Roughly 40 pupils progress from the
Preparatory school to senior school in year 1 so the external intake is 40 to 50. There is
another intake at year 3 so another approximately 40 join the school at age 13. The school is
open 24/7 term time and 08.00 to 17.00 during the holidays. 67% of the staff live locally and
travel by car or public transport to work.

40% of those who attend the school live locally.

There is a waiting list for the Preparatory School and the school currently has no capacity to
accommodate more children. The accommodation is currently adequate and will be in the next
5 years. There is not adequate parking for staff and the school will improve this subject to
planning. The school would like more parking, additional laboratories, some of which has been
built recently and more playing surfaces.
3.95.

Essendene Lodge School (refer to map) is an independent infant, junior and primary school
based in Essendene Road, Caterham on the Hill with 16 staff and places for 109 children from 2
years to 11 years.

It is open from 8am for the breakfast club to start school at 8.30am. The

after schools club runs from 3.30 when school finishes to 6pm. A holiday club looks after
children between 2 ½ years and 11 years allowing parents affordable childcare during the
holidays. 70% of the staff live locally and travel by car to work.
school live locally.

65% of those who attend the

There is no waiting list and the school currently has capacity to

accommodate more children. The accommodation is currently adequate and will be in the next
5 years. There is not adequate parking for staff. Parking for staff, pupils and parents would be
beneficial and the school would like the opportunity to extend. Improvements need to be made
to the playground and maintenance need to take place on the exterior.
3.96.

Oakhyrst Grange School (refer to map) is an independent junior school based in Stanstead
Road, Caterham on the Hill with 29 staff and places for 140 children from 4 years to 11 years.
Doors open at 8.25am and school end between 3.30pm and 3.45pm. There are after school
activities until 6pm. 30% of the staff live locally and travel by car to work.

70% of those who

attend the school live locally. There is a waiting list for EYFS classes and the school currently
has no capacity to accommodate more children.

The accommodation is currently adequate

and will be in the next 5 years. Currently there is adequate parking for staff but there is not
enough total parking.

The school has concerns about parking on Stanstead Road and would

like to see improved traffic control. Access to the school is on the list of essential improvements
required in the next 5 years. There are issues with staffing levels with upward adjustment for
wider curriculum delivery required. Sports facilities would also be beneficial.

Improvements

need to be made to the playground and maintenance needs to take place on the exterior. The
schools offers swimming pool and hall hire.
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3.97.

The headmaster Mr Gear is a child protection officer and SENCO. A special educational needs
coordinator (SENCO for short) is a teacher who is responsible for special educational needs at
school.

3.98.

Woldingham School (refer to map) is an independent secondary girls boarding school based
in Marden Park, Woldingham with places for 525 girls of which 212 are day pupils and
313 are boarding children from 11 years to 18 years.

Many of the staff travel by car to work.

We have been unable to ascertain the number of those who attend the school that live locally
but children from CR3 do attend this school.

There is a waiting list and the school does have

capacity to accommodate more children. The accommodation is currently adequate and will be
in the next 5 years. Currently there is adequate parking for staff but there is not enough total
parking.
Secondary

Public Sector
3.99.

de Stafford School (refer to map) is a
public mixed secondary school based in
Burntwood Lane, Caterham with more than
100

teaching

and

facilities/administration

support staff. There are 850 children from 11
years to 18 years on the roll.
The school day starts at 8.30am and finishes
at 3.15pm, however the school is open from
Figure 2 - Photo courtesy of deStafford website

07.00 to 21.00 during term time and 08.00 to 16.30 during the holidays. 34% of the staff live
locally and walk to work. 74% of those who attend the school live locally. There is no waiting
list and the school does have capacity to accommodate more children. The accommodation is
currently adequate and will be in the next 5 years. Currently there is adequate parking for staff
but there is not enough total parking.
Specialist

Public Sector
3.100. Clifton Hill (refer to map) is a community specialist school based in Chaldon Road, Caterham
with 23 staff and places for 81 children from 10 years to 19 years.

It is open from 08.45 to

15.10.
3.101. Sunnydown (refer to map) is a community specialist boarding school based in Whyteleafe
Road, Caterham with 23 staff and places for 69 children from 11 years to 16 years. It is open
from 08.30 to 16.00. 45% of the staff live locally and walk or travel by car or train to work. 5%
of those who attend the school live locally. The school currently has no capacity to
accommodate more children.
10 February 2016
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meet the current school’s needs. There is adequate parking for staff.

The school has the

need for a capital works program and would like to enlarge the dining room and replace the
classrooms.
Additional Schools
3.102. Audley School (refer to map) is a mixed Community Primary school based in Whyteleafe
Road, Caterham with places for 207 children from 4 years to 11 years. There are 207 pupils on
the roll.
3.103. Although the school did not return their questionnaire, a telephone conversation ascertained
that there are 30 students in year 6, the majority of whom will continue to St Bede’s, de Stafford
and Warlingham.
3.104. Woodlea is a Foundation Primary school based in Long Hill, Woldingham, Surrey CR3 7EP
with places for 210 children from 4 years to 11 years. There are 205 children on the roll. It is
open from 8.50 – 15.15.
3.105. Although the school did not receive a questionnaire because it is not in the Neighbourhood Plan
area, a telephone conversation ascertained that there are 28 students in year 6, the majority of
whom will continue to de Stafford, Warlingham, St Bede’s and Oxted.

Conclusions for Education
3.106. Census figures for 2011 suggest that the school population will increase by approximately 846
over the next 20 years. Our calculations suggest that plans for the future of education in CR3
during the next 20 years should include increased provision particularly in the secondary school
facilities.

Additionally it is clear that the current provision does not allow for all children who

reside in CR3 to receive secondary school education locally and a significant number are reliant
upon neighbouring schools or the private sector. Clearly, it may well be the first choice of some
parents to educate their children outside of the state provisions available in CR3, but probably a
majority of those of secondary school age will not have that choice. Further, we would suggest
that employment prospects for young people could be enhanced by the establishment of either
th

a 6 Form College or a university technical college in CR3 as there is currently no provision of
this type in CR3. (Note: if these developments were to be situated at de Stafford they would
mean less outside travel for students but would increase parking problems on site).
3.107. At a meeting in March 2015 with Mr Jeremy Garner the Head Teacher at de Stafford School he
stated that he experienced difficulties in recruiting good quality teaching staff. He stated that
these difficulties were worse than they had been a year earlier. He felt that this was because of
the schools close proximity to the border with Croydon where London Waiting is payable.
Further, the cost of housing in CR3 is significantly higher than in many surrounding areas which
would mean that staff would have to commute unless they were able to meet the cost of
housing locally.
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CHILDREN’S

WORKSHOP

AT

DE

STAFFORD

SCHOOL

–

Appendix 4.2
3.108. de Stafford School in association with The Tandridge Education Partnership hosted a
th

Children’s’ Workshop on Wednesday 24 October 2012. County Councillor Sally Marks led the
session with the children to ascertain their views on how they felt about our local area as part of
the CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan.
3.109. Sarah Davison from the Tandridge Education Trust together with two teachers, one from
Marden Lodge and one from St John’s School, also attended.
3.110. Sally Marks explained what the Neighbourhood Plan was and how important it was to get the
views of all parts of the community – including young people.
3.111. The children were asked to draw their own home and to say one thing they liked about their
homes and one thing that they disliked. All of the children appeared to like their homes very
much. Their dislikes focused on outside environmental issues such as noise, small gardens,
and poor transport facilities. Contributions to the children’s ‘wish-list’ included more activities in
parks and open spaces, a cinema, and improved transport facilities.
3.112. Sally Marks concluded that the children were insightful and were able to think about other
people’s needs – not just their own. They showed an ability to think about the needs of the
community as well as themselves. Of particular note was how they liked the idea, (and the
reality), of being at smaller schools where people felt able to know others and not be ‘lost’ in
large numbers.

Figure 3 - Schools' workshop at de Stafford with County Cllr Marks

Education Policies
Policy HE04-HE07 - Schools
Intent:
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To strengthen and maintain the present public sector education provision.

Pre-submission CR3 Forum Neighbourhood Plan

Page 36 of 40

Justification: There are currently 2,242 primary places and a possible 1,015 secondary
th

school places which would utilise the 6 Form places previously available when
de Stafford had a 6

th

Form. The calculations suggest an increase in public

sector school provision will be required. The current provision does not allow
for this expansion and there is no 6

th

Form facility and no higher education

facility in CR3.
There will be a predicted increase in birth rate of approximately 846 in the next
20 years and an anticipated increase in housing numbers that will bring more
children into the area. Furthermore, the predicted population growth in the
adjacent areas of Croydon will add to pressure on the CR3 educational
resources. It was noted that the skills base in Tandridge is reported as the
lowest in Surrey County.

Policy HE04 Primary Schools
We would support the expansion of a primary school within their own site and see no
reason for them to expand off site.
We would have no objection to two primary schools merging to achieve benefits of
economy of scale, improved facilities and improved access

Policy HE05 - Secondary Schools (1)
We would support the expansion of de Stafford secondary school within its site.
We would support intensification of the educational use of a school site even if the area
was green belt. Following on from recent austerity policies, it has become evident that we
need to make better use of land and buildings. The establishment of key worker or
affordable housing in perpetuity for teachers through a community trust would improve the
recruitment of teachers to the de Stafford School.
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Policy HE06 - Secondary Schools (2)
The Neighbourhood Plan would support the formation of a 6th Form College and / or a
University Technical College to enhance the employment prospects for the youth in the
CR3 and adjacent areas.

Policy HE07 - Private Primary / Secondary schools
The Neighbourhood Plan would support any private school that wished to expand on its
own premises providing they could satisfy the other requirements of the Neighbourhood
Plan particularly in relation to parking and accessibility to local transport.

Off street

parking is a primary requirement. They must demonstrate a need and be in accordance
with the Neighbourhood Plan.

10 February 2016
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Policy HE08 - Nursery Provision
Intent:

The CR3 area needs adequate preschool facilities to enable families to have
the choice to go to work and give children the best start in life.

Justification: The birth rate will go up and additional housing will bring young families to the
CR3 area.

Policy HE08 - Nursery Schools
We would support the establishment, provided there is a need, of new nurseries or the
expansion of current nurseries subject to them satisfying the other requirements of the
Neighbourhood Plan particularly in relation to parking and accessibility to local transport.
We would support such a development in the Green Belt providing it satisfies the other
requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan, particularly in relation to parking and accessibility
to local transport.
Given the likely pressure from population growth we would support further development of
the nursery sector subject to satisfying the other requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan
particularly in relation to parking and accessibility to local transport.

Policy HE09 - New Schools
Intent:

To increase the offer of more school places to local residents and give more
choice and to support the education sector and the employment that follows on
from this.

Justification: Further school places will be required over the next 20 years as new homes are
built leading to an increase in families and children to the CR3 area.
There has been an application for a new school in the CR3 area.

Policy HE09 - New Schools
We would support a new school as long as it can be demonstrated that there is a need and
that it adheres to local planning policies and must be easily accessible by public transport
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Policy HE10 - Community Use of Education Sites
Intent:

To broaden the range of facilities available to the local community i.e.
swimming pools, school halls.

Justification: Such provision does exist but only with limited facilities.

Policy HE10 - Community Use of Education Sites
We would strongly support the community use of educational facilities to enhance the local
provision of leisure facilities. This could include provision for adult education/evening
classes and supplementary activities. This could also include the possible re-siting of
Caterham Library at de Stafford School.

Policy HE11 - Education Land
Intent:

To safeguard against change of use or the loss of land currently used for
education purposes.

Justification: Further school places will be required over the next 20 years as new homes are
built leading to an increase in families and children to the CR3 area. If a school
expands it needs to leave space for recreational space which encourages a
healthy lifestyle in children.

Policy HE11 - Education Land
We would reject a request for the change of use of land currently used for education
purposes, e.g. for either commercial, residential or non-educational purposes. However, we
would retain the option to review and / or expand in the future.
We would not support the sale or disposal of private school land that could result in loss of
potential school capacity in the CR3 area. However, if the sale of private school land were
inevitable we would support a community ‘right to purchase’ option.
We would strongly support the protection of playing field areas in the CR3 area.
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